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personalized church Web page!

________________________________________________________________________________
Our Mission 

St. Thomas Orthodox Church is a community of Christians who proclaim the fullness of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ as handed down by the Apostles. We are committed to bringing the
Light of Christ to all of Siouxland in thought, word, and deed. At St. Thomas Orthodox 

Church, you will find Holy Orthodoxy—ancient and alive. 
___________________________________________________________________________________

Weekly Schedule

Orthros and Divine Liturgy
Sundays at 9:00 a.m.

Vespers
Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m.

Great Vespers
Saturdays at 6:00 p.m.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Birthdays

April

1   Don Miller
12  Ron Carlson

21  Michael Antonovich
22  Marilyn Hagberg
28  Julie Kinnaman
29  Jack Stevens  
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Rising to the challenge in a time like no other!
We are experiencing a time like no other. We have been challenged in every aspect of 
our lives — staying at home, working from home, wearing masks, and helping our 
children with their schoolwork. Our social life has diminished because we have not be
able to visit family and friends. Our spiritual life has shifted largely to “virtual 
community,” away from our beloved parishes.

This virus has had no boundaries. Some 27 million cases have been identified in the 
United States alone; almost 500,000 lives have been lost, and millions have been 
hospitalized. COVID has affected everyone in one way or another. And just imagine 
how it has affected those less fortunate! How can they combat this pandemic, given 
the lack of resources available?

For the most part everyone has done their best to combat this invisible adversary. 
Some have been able to respond with courage and resilience, adapting to the “new 
normal,” but others have not been so fortunate, suffering in silence and struggling not
to lose hope.

During this pandemic, the Archdiocese, through its Food for Hungry People and 
Charitable Outreach program, has made every effort to be of assistance by reaching 
out to those in need in our parishes and in our local communities. For almost five 
decades we have committed ourselves to helping the hungry, the homeless, the 
afflicted, and the oppressed. There is no better time than now for us to renew our 
commitment to extending kindness and compassion to others. We thank you for 
helping us rise to the challenge in this “time like no other.”

May God bless you and your families and keep you healthy and safe.

Robin Lynn Nicholas
Food for Hungry People and Charitable Outreach



St. Thomas on the Internet

Until now, the main presence of the parish on the Internet has been our Web site at 
https://stthomassiouxcity.org but, over the next few weeks, you’ll see some major changes happening 
there as we overhaul the site. While it’s being renovated, you can still stay updated by visiting our 
various social media pages:

Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/St.ThomasOrthodoxChurchSC/
Siouxland Orthodox Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/689850188457371/

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/sathorch/
SoundCloud: https://soundcloud.com/sathorch

Twitter: https://twitter.com/sathorch
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/c  hannel  /UCIkvjWIH3zMELHkelZ36kRA  

Your personalized parish Web site can be found at https://stthomassiouxcity.churchtrac.com/

Let Us Attend!
The following are the current guidelines under which we have permission from Bp. BASIL to gather for 
in-person worship:

• No more than ⅓ capacity at any service: for us, this is 75 individuals.

• Social distancing (6 feet) must be maintained between family units (defined as anyone living in 
your household).

• Social distancing must be maintained when entering and exiting the building and when lining 
up to receive Communion.

• Please be sure to wear your mask when entering and leaving the church, entering and leaving 
your pew, and approaching and returning from receiving Communion. Hand sanitizer is 
available in the narthex.

• If you’re ill, do not attend. If you are in a high-risk group, please consider carefully whether 
you should attend.

We want everyone who can to attend services but we also do not want anyone to feel pressured to 
return before they’re comfortable doing so. Thank you for your cooperation!
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In Memoriam

Remembering those who reposed in the month of April

John Bestos, (infant son) Melhaus, Nick Bashara,Thomas Melham, Tess Melham, 
Alam M. Butrous, Sultana Ellis, Eva David, Wolf Headid, Catherine Ferris Abdallah,,
Alma Samore, Athena Gebran, Rose Abdouch, Joseph Abdouch, Elias Melham, Cecil

Mulneaux, Marie Davis, Elizabeth Skaff, George Stevens, Mary Shkurensky, Louise Hanna,
Gary L. Peterson, Beatrice Abdouch, Orval Dawdy, Sophie Skaff, Roger Wickenhagen,

Barbara Skaff, Gerald E. Melham, Viona Headid, Josephine Saltzman.

SOYO

Lenten packets were sent to families at the beginning of March. Included were some
ideas with weekly themes, coloring pages for younger children, a letter for teens, and 

resources for Holy Week.

On March 13, two teens participated in a National Orthodox Lenten Youth retreat via
Zoom, hosted by Hellenic College Holy Cross. They enjoyed the presentations and discussions.

We WILL do something for Holy Friday. Right now, I am still waiting to hear from other
SOYO advisors on whether or not there will be a large group signup for keeping vigil. I

will email students more information in the coming weeks.

Thank you to all who supported the SOYO painting fundraiser. As you may have heard,
camp has been cancelled for this year. We are sad, but we will be planning something to take
place – a “camp away from camp”. More information will be shared as it becomes available.

Ladies Club

March was Ladies month. The ladies read the Epistle on Sundays as well as ushering.
We are not sure what we may do for fundraisers, but we can always improve our

spiritual life. As we begin our Lenten journey may we welcome each day and increase
our knowledge. It is time for lent – repent, fast and pray. God bless us all.
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Meditation

Taken Away

In today’s gospel reading (Matthew 21:18-43), our Lord was preparing
His disciples for the end of His ministry. Looking the religious leaders straight

in the eye, He asked them, “What will (the owner) do to those
vinedressers?” They all responded, “He will destroy those wicked men

miserably” (Matt. 21:40-42).Little did these religious people realize that they
had just judged themselves.

The Lord’s clear teaching was that these Jewish people had received centuries
of spiritual advantages, instruction, liturgy, wisdom, and prophets and

preachers---they still rejected the Messiah.

Our Lord responded to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: ‘The
stone which the builders rejected / Has become the chief cornerstone. / This

was the Lord’s doing, / and it is marvelous in our eyes’? Therefore I say to you,
the kingdom of God will be taken from you and given to a nation bearing

the fruits of it” (Matt. 21: 42-43).

Indeed, the Gentiles changed the world by preaching the Gospel after the Jewish
nation rejected Christ. If the Lord didn’t stop the Kingdom from being removed

from His own kinsmen, do we really think He will stop another unfaithful 
nation from losing the same message?

TODAY: Let us be people that produce fruit for the vineyard owner and give
Him the harvest He rightly expects from those who claim with their mouths

to love Him and His Church. To do less is to risk losing the Kingdom to
those who will appreciate and cherish it. Live the faith or lose it. This is 

the solemn declaration of the Lord to us on this day.

Fr. Barnabas Powell

__________________________________________________________________________________

“No one can have God as Father
who does not have 

the Church as mother.”

St. Cyprian of Carthage AD 249
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Parish Council Meeting
February 10,2021 via GoogleMeet

In attendance – Fr. Peter Cox, George Stickney, Jr, Frank Brienzo, Erica Ameen, Pete Steggerda,  
Judy Stevens.

George called the meeting to order and Fr. Peter opened with prayer.

The minutes treasurer’s report were both approved.

Fr. Peter reported that the web site was mostly done.

George requested that in the future bank balances be added to the treasurer’s report.

Frank reported the boilers would be replaced as soon as Mpire received them.

Frank reported the water and electric repairs on the east wall of the basement were done. Thrasher will
be done on the 26th.

Discussed the bids for the nave and basement submitted by Posty’s. It would add $16,000 to the cost
of the nave if the carpet was replaced by laminate. The bid for the basement, which is going to be

a complex job, was $41,200.

George asked that it be tabled so he could get one or two more quotes. Approved.

Frank said he would raise the money for the basement floor.

A meeting was scheduled for Feb. 21 after Divine Liturgy so parishioners could see what had to be
done, primarily in the basement, and discuss it with the parish council.

Pete moved to accept the report and Fr. Peter seconded the motion. Approved.

Council approve buying a new laptop computer for the youth department since the old,
donated one quit working.

Fr. Peter sent an article on six categories of churches that fail and asked all council members
to read it for later discussion.

Fr. Peter will induct new council members on February 21.

The next meeting will be March 10 at 7:00 pm via GoogleMeet.

Fr. Peter closed with prayer.
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Treasurer’s  Report February 2021  

 

   

Income 
2021 Pledges 7908.49   

Miscellaneous 77.75   
Other Donations 1000.00  
Total Income 

  

            8,986.24 
 

 

Expenses 
401 Maintenance -2185.00   

404 Internet -131.33   

407 Insurance on Church Property -1,802.75   

408 Church Utilities -927.99   

409 General Supplies -71.30   

410 Office Expense -44.65   

411 Copier and Copy Expense -91.43   

431 Priest Base Salary -3,550.00   

432 Priest Cell Phone -100.00   

433 Priest Health Insurance -800.00   

434 Priest Life Insurance -135.00   

436 Priest IRA -200.00   

438 Priest Auto and Auto Insurance -450.00   

451 Archdiocese Assessment -594.41  

Total Expenses    -11,083.86 
NET -2,097.62  

 

 

Operating Account             $46,125.79 

Building Fund                        64,394.01 

In and Out Account                    490.00 

Savings Account                    29,774.12 

 



Food for Hungry People 2021 
47th Anniversary 

 
 Sunday 

 
 Monday 

 
 Tuesday 

 
 Wednesday 

 
 Thursday 

 
 Friday 

 
 Saturday 

 
 

 
MARCH 15 
How many clocks 
do you have in 
your home? 
Deposit .25 for 
each in your Food 
for Hungry People 
Box because 
"time" is running 
out for those who 
are starving. 

 
16 
"Put a little love in 
your heart," get 
FFHP off to a good 
start. Put in a 
dime for all the 
"loves" in your 
life.  

 
17 
Count the number 
of Bibles in your 
home and deposit 
.50 for each, 
because Jesus 
said, "I was 
hungry and you 
gave me food." 

 
18 
Count the number 
of soda cans or 
water bottles in 
your home. Put in 
.15 each, because 
Jesus said, "I was 
thirsty and you 
gave me drink." 

 
19 
How many tablets 
do you own? 
Deposit .25 each. 
Tablets can be a 
means of 
communication. 
Let's 
communicate our 
love for the 
hungry. 

 
20 
Count the number 
of steps (inside 
and outside) of 
your home. Pay 
.10 for each step. 
Help the hungry 
"step" into a new 
future. 

 
21 
How many 
mirrors are in 
your home? Pay 
.15 for each. Let 
your "mirror" 
reflect the image 
of one who 
cares. 
 

 
22 

Count the locks in 
your home. Pay 
.20 for each lock. 
Let's "unlock" the 
door that gives 
hope to the 

hungry. 

 
23 

How many rings 
do you have? 
Deposit .15 per 
ring. This will help 
us b"ring" food to 
the hungry! 

 
24 
How many eggs 
are in your 
refrigerator? Pay 
.15 for each. 
Hungry people 
have to 
"scramble" for 

their food. 

 
25 
How many doors 
does your home 
have? Pay .20 for 
each. Help open a 
"door" to a better 
future for the 
world's hungry. 

 
26 
Have everyone in 
the family deposit 
all the loose 
change they have 
in their pockets or 
purses. It makes 
"cents" to help 

the hungry 

 
27 
How many 
electrical outlets 
are in your 
kitchen and living 
room? Pay .15 
each. You'll get a 
"charge" out of 
feeding the 
hungry. 

 
28 
"Button up your 
overcoat" - so 
simple to do. 
They are not 
only hungry but 
very cold too. 
Deposit .50 for 
each coat in your 
home. 

 
29 
For every 
cellphone in your 
home, pay .30. It is 
"long distance" to 
hungry areas in 
most parts of the 
world. Let's make 
it a toll free 
number. 

 
30 
How many 
extension cords 
do you have in 
your home? Pay 
.25 for each. Let's 
"extend" a 
helping hand to 
those who need 
it. 

 
31 
For each pie or 
cake in your 
home, deposit 
.40. We should 
never "dessert" 
the hungry. 

 
April 1 
How many Apple 
products do you 
own? For every 
one deposit .35. 
Let’s never “tune 
out” the hungry. 

 
2 
For every salt and 
pepper shaker, 
pay .25. Let's all 
"sprinkle" their 
lives with a little 
seasoning. 

 
3 
For every TV show 
that was watched 
today pay .35. TV 
helps us see 
around the world, 
this money will 
help us feed the 
hungry around 
the world. 

 
4 
How many 
computers do 
you own?  Pay 
.30 for each.  
Let’s take a 
“byte” out of 
hunger! 
 

 
5 
How many 
pictures do you 
have on your 
walls? Just 
"picture" yourself 
without food & 
deposit .15 for 
each picture. 

 
6 
Pay .30 for each 
pair of contacts or 
eyeglasses you 
have. This will 
help us "see" 
clearly the need 
of caring for the 
hungry. 

 
7 
Do you have 
musical 
instruments in 
your home? Pay 
.75 for each. This 
is a "key" to 
sharing and 
caring. 

 
8 
How many phone 
chargers can you 
find in your 
home? Pay .25 for 
each. You’ll get a 
“charge” out of 
helping the 
hungry. 

 
9 
Count your tea or 
coffee cups and 
deposit .10 each. 
Our "cup" 
runneth over, so 
let's fill theirs. 

 
10 
"I've got my love 
to keep me 
warm," that's 
true, but the 
hungry have only 
you. Pay .15 for 
each blanket in 
your home. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      



Food for Hungry People 2021 
47th Anniversary 

 
 
11 
How many cars 
are in your 
family? You can't 
"Dodge" the 
hungry, but you 
can af"Ford" to 
pay .50 for each 
car. 

 
12 
"Day by day," from 
dawn till night, 
Hunger knows no 
hour - nor if it's 
day or night. Pay 
.20 for each lamp 

in your home. 

 
13 
How many 
cameras do you 
have? Pay .30 for 
each. This will 
help us make all 
"negatives" 

positives. 

 

 

 
14 
Pick up all the 
loose change 
laying around the 
house. Put it in 
your FFHP Box. 
This will help 
make a "change" 
in the world! 

 
15 
Count the scissors 
you have in your 
home and pay .25 
for each pair. Let's 
"cut-out" the 
hunger in   

hunger-y! 

 
16 
How many 
members are in 
your family? Pay 
.20 for each. The 
hungry have 
families to feed 
also; let's make 
this a real "family 

affair!" 

 
17 
How many towels 
are in your home? 
If you pay .05 for 
each towel, this 
may help us "wipe 
out" hunger for all 

people. 

18 
"Hey Big 
Spender" drop a 
coin in the slot - 
give unto others 
what they 
haven't got! Put 
in a coin or bill of 
your choice. 

19 
How many heads 
of lettuce are in 
your refrigerator? 
Pay .30 for each. 
"Lettuce" show the 
hungry that we 
care. 

20 
Count the cans in 
your cupboard. 
Pay .05 for each. 
Don't let their 
cupboards be like 
"Old Mother 
Hubbard’s!" 

21 
How many friends 
do you have on 
Facebook? Pay .05 
for each friend. 
Let’s be-”friend” 
those in need. 

22 
How many 
sweaters do you 
have? Pay .10 for 
each. Sweaters 
keep you warm. 
This is one time 
they won't mind if 
we "pull the wool 
over their eyes." 

23 
How many chairs 
are in your home? 
Pay .15 per chair. 
We can't just "sit" 
around when so 
many people are 
hungry. 

24 
How many 
cookbooks do you 
own? Pay .20 for 
each. We will be 
able to "cook up" 
a better recipe for 
the hungry to live 
by. 

 
25 

How many eggs 
are you going to 
color for Pascha? 
Pay .05 for each. 
Let's help "color" 
their world with 
love! 

 
26 
"Brother can you 
spare a dime?" or 
maybe two? The 
FFHP program 
really depends on 
you. Put your 
dimes in the box. 

 
27 
How many songs 
are on your 
playlist? Pay .05 
for each song. 
Let's make this a 
"record- breaking" 
year for FFHP!!! 

 
28 
How many songs 
have you listened 
to today?  Pay .15 
for each.  Let’s 
stay “in tune” 
with the hungry. 
 

 
29 
How many crosses 
do you have? Pay 
.15 each. Crosses 
remind us of 
Christ's suffering, 
let's not make the 
hungry suffer 
anymore. 

 
30 
"A dream is a wish 
your heart 
makes," and our 
dream is for 
hunger to stop. 
For the wish that 
we are wishing, is 
for FFHP program 
to go over the 
top! 

 
May 1 
We pray you have 
been generous in 
your almsgiving. 
"For inasmuch as 
you have done it 
unto the least of 
these my 
brethren, you 
have done it unto 
ME!" 
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PASCHA 
 
 

Christ 
 Is 

 Risen! 
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