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To our visitors…
Welcome! We hope your time with us is healing and worshipful. Please note that, 
although we have much respect for other Christian traditions, Holy Communion 

is reserved for properly prepared members of the Orthodox faith. Everyone is 
invited to partake of the blessed bread after the conclusion of the Liturgy. 

 May God’s blessing be upon you!

https://www.antiochian.org


Hymns in Today’s Liturgy

Resurrectional Apolytikion (Tone 1)

While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the soldiers were guarding Thy most 
pure body, Thou didst arise on the third day, O Savior, granting life to the world. 
For which cause the heavenly powers cried aloud unto Thee, O giver of life. Glory to 
Thy Resurrection, O Christ, glory to Thy kingdom, glory to Thy providence, O Thou 
Who alone art the lover of mankind.

Apolytikion of the Baptist’s Beheading (Tone 2)

The memory of the righteous is celebrated with songs of praise, but the Lord’s 
testimony is sufficient for thee, O Forerunner. Thou wast shown indeed to be the 
most honorable of the prophets, for in the waters thou didst baptize Him Whom 
they had proclaimed. After suffering with joy in behalf of the truth, thou didst 
proclaim even to those in Hades the God Who appeared in the flesh, Who taketh 
away the sin of the world, and granteth us Great Mercy.

Apolytikion of St. Thomas (Tone 3)

O Holy Apostle Thomas, intercede to the merciful God, that He grant unto our souls 
forgiveness of sins.

Kontakion of the Nativity of the Theotokos (Tone 4)

By thy holy nativity, O pure one, Joachim and Anna were delivered from the 
reproach of barrenness; and Adam and Eve were delivered from the corruption 
of death; thy people do celebrate it, having been saved from the stain of iniquity, 
crying unto thee: The barren doth give birth to the Theotokos, who nourisheth our 
life.

Epistle

Acts 13:25–33

In those days, as John was fulfilling his course, he said, “Who do you suppose that 
I am? I am not He. But behold, there comes One after me the shoes of whose feet I 
am not worthy to unloose.” Men, brethren, children of the stock of Abraham, and 
those among you who fear God, to you is the word of this salvation sent forth. For 
those who dwell in Jerusalem, and their rulers, because they did not know Him, 
nor yet the voices of the prophets which are read on every Sabbath, fulfilled these 



by condemning Him. And though they found no cause of death in Him, yet they 
asked Pilate that He should be slain. And when they had fulfilled all the things that 
were written of Him, they took Him down from the tree, and laid him in a tomb. But 
God raised Him from the dead; and for many days He was seen by those who came 
up with Him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are now His witnesses to the people. 
And we bring you the good news of the promise made to the fathers, that God has 
fulfilled the same to us their children, in that He raised up Jesus again.

Gospel

Mark 6:14–30

At that time, Jesus’ Name had become known, and King Herod heard of it.  Some 
said, “John the Baptizer has been raised from the dead; that is why these powers 
are at work in Him.”  But others said, “It is Elijah.”  And others said, “It is a prophet, 
like one of the prophets of old.”  But when Herod heard of it he said, “John, whom 
I beheaded, has been raised.”  For Herod had sent and seized John, and bound 
him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because he had 
married her.  For John said to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s 
wife.”  And Herodias had a grudge against him, and wanted to kill him.  But she 
could not, for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, 
and kept him safe. When he heard him, he was much perplexed; and yet he heard 
him gladly.  But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet 
for his courtiers and officers and the leading men of Galilee.  For when Herodias’ 
daughter came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said 
to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will grant it.”  And he vowed to her, 
“Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom.”  And she went 
out, and said to her mother, “What shall I ask?”  And she said, “The head of John 
the Baptizer.”  And she came in immediately with haste to the king, and asked, 
saying, “I want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.”  
And the king was exceedingly sorry; but because of his oaths and his guests he did 
not want to break his word to her.  And immediately the king sent a soldier of the 
guard and gave orders to bring his head.  He went and beheaded him in the prison, 
and brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl; and the girl gave it to her 
mother.  When his disciples heard of it, they came and took his body, and laid it in 
a tomb.  The Apostles returned to Jesus, and told him all that they had done and 
taught.
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Synaxarion
On 29 August, in the Holy Orthodox Church we commemorate the beheading of the 
holy, honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner, and Baptist John.

A defiled and blood-stained hand now cutteth off with the sword 
The head of him who placed his hand on the head of the Lord. 

On the twenty-ninth a bronze edge cut the neck of the Forerunner.
Herod Antipas, son of the Herod who slew the young children in Bethlehem at 
the time of the Savior’s birth, ruled of Galilee when John the Baptist preached.  
The evil Herod put away his lawful wife, the daughter of Prince Aretas, and took 
Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, to live with him while Philip was still alive.  
John the Baptist stood up against this lawlessness and strongly denounced Herod, 
at which Herod threw him into prison and ordered him beheaded.  The event is 
recalled in today’s Orthros and Liturgy Gospel lections.  John’s disciples took the 
body of their teacher by night and buried it, but Herod tore out John’s tongue with 
a needle and then buried his head in an unclean place.  God quickly punished the 
evildoers.  Prince Aretas, to avenge his daughter’s honor, attacked Herod with his 
army and brought him to his knees.  As exiles, Herod and Herodias lived in need 
and debasement until the earth opened and swallowed them up. Salome, Herodias’ 
daughter, came to a bad end in the river Sikaris.  The Church commemorates the 
beheading today because a church that had been built over his grave in Sebastia by 
Emperor Constantine and Empress Helena was consecrated on this day.
On this day, we also commemorate the Venerable Theodora of Thessaloniki; and 
Theopistis and Joseph the Sanctified of Samaka. By their intercessions, O Christ 
God, have mercy upon us.  Amen.

Upcoming Events

Tuesday Paraklesis 18:00 Holy Trinity

Wednesday
Orthros & Divine Liturgy for the Indiction 08:30 St. Thomas

Daily Vespers 18:00 St. Thomas

Saturday Great Vespers 18:00 St. Thomas

We will stream services live and post updates on our Facebook page, on our 
Periscope channel, and on our YouTube channel.
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