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Scan this code with your 
smartphone to access your 
own personalized church 

Web page!

Our Mission

St. Thomas Orthodox Church is a community of Christians who proclaim the fullness of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ as handed down by the Apostles. We are committed to bringing the Light 

of Christ to all of Siouxland in thought, word, and deed. At St. Thomas Orthodox Church, you will 
find Holy Orthodoxy — ancient and alive.

Weekly Schedule

Sundays Orthros & Divine Liturgy 09:00
Wednesdays Daily Vespers 18:00

Saturdays Great Vespers 18:00

September Birthdays

8 Manvi Virippil 16 Nicole Stevens
11 David Stickney 17 Carol Corey
13 Debbie Wisnieski 27 Lexi Lammers
13 Elaine Morfas 28 Craig Morfas
15 Vicky Carlson 29 Alivia Conrad

https://stthomassiouxcity.churchtrac.com
https://stthomassiouxcity.churchtrac.com
https://stthomassiouxcity.churchtrac.com


3

How Are We to Live?
C. S. Lewis wrote the following in 1948 at the beginning of the Cold War when everyone was worried that a 
nuclear war was just around the corner. It is still very much applicable today in the age of COVID-19.

“How are we to live in an atomic age?” I am tempted to reply: “Why, as you would 
have lived in the sixteenth century when the plague visited London almost every 
year, or as you would have lived in a Viking age when raiders from Scandinavia 
might land and cut your throat any night; or indeed, as you are already living in 
an age of cancer, an age of chronic pain, an age of paralysis, an age of air raids, an 
age of railway accidents, an age of motor accidents.”

In other words, do not let us begin by exaggerating the novelty of our situation. 
Believe me, dear sir or madam, you and all whom you love were already 
sentenced to death before the atomic bomb was invented: and quite a high 
percentage of us were going to die in unpleasant ways.

It is perfectly ridiculous to go about whimpering and drawing long faces because 
the scientists have added one more chance of painful and premature death to a 
world which already bristled with such chances and in which death itself was not 
a chance at all, but a certainty.

The first action to be taken is to pull ourselves together. If we are all going to be 
destroyed by an atomic bomb, let that bomb when it comes find us doing sensible 
and human things — praying, working, teaching, reading, listening to music, 
bathing the children, playing tennis, chatting to our friends over a pint and a 
game of darts — not huddled together like frightened sheep and thinking about 
death. They may break our bodies (a microbe can do that) but they need not 
dominate our minds.
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St. Thomas on the Internet
Check out our Web site at https://stthomassiouxcity.org as well as our other pages:

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/St.ThomasOrthodoxChurchSC/

Siouxland Orthodox Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/689850188457371/

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/sathorch/

SoundCloud: https://soundcloud.com/sathorch

Twitter: https://twitter.com/sathorch

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIkvjWIH3zMELHkelZ36kRA

In Memoriam

Remembering those who reposed in the month of September 

Elias Solomon, George Nimmer, Nicholas Correy, Mary David, Shaheen Jacobs, Jack Jacobs, 
George Miller, Sr., Delia Ferris, Samuel Nimmer, Mary George, Charles Saide, Thomas Corey, Jr., 
Mary K. Abdouch, Donald Kivlighn, Mary Abdouch, Mary Kruse, Mary Sellers, Roxelle Gioccone, 
Ceroga Dorashkevich, Fr. John Barrett, Murrish Yanney, John Bekish, Joseph Kott, Lorene David, 

Florence Counter

Ladies Club

The next Ladies Club meeting is scheduled for the first Tuesday of September (2021-09-07) at 
6:30pm at Minerva’s Restaurant at 2945 Hamilton Blvd.

SOYO

We were hoping to have a kickoff event at the beginning of August but were unable to get a 
response from any of the teens as to if they were available. If you are a teen or the parent of 
a teen, please contact Erica at  erica@stthomassiouxcity.org as soon as possible. SOYO (and 

coming to church) will only be as important to our teens as parents let them know it should be.

https://stthomassiouxcity.org
https://www.facebook.com/St.ThomasOrthodoxChurchSC/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/689850188457371/
https://www.instagram.com/sathorch/
https://soundcloud.com/sathorch
https://twitter.com/sathorch
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIkvjWIH3zMELHkelZ36kRA
mailto:erica%40stthomassiouxcity.org?subject=SOYO%20participation
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Meditation
A Prayer for September 11th

O Lord Jesus Christ our God, Who art Thyself, the Hope of the hopeless, the Help 
of the helpless, the Savior of the storm-tossed, the Haven of the voyager, the 
Physician of the sick; be all things to our land which twenty years ago on this 

date was devastated by the hateful acts of false martyrs; who imitated wicked Herod 
in his slaughter of the 14,000 innocents, whose only crime was to be born at the time 
of Thine incarnation. To those who lost loved ones, grant the comfort Thou didst 
impart to Mary and Martha before Thou didst raise their brother Lazarus from the 
dead, and care for them as Thou didst care for Thy Mother from the Cross, putting 
her in the care of the Apostle John. To the survivors, grant healing in every sense, as 
Thou didst strengthen and heal the Confessors. To those related to and aiding the 
survivors and the families of the fallen, grant the strength and compassion Thou 
didst instill in Righteous Joseph the Betrothed, Thy guardian in Thine earthly youth. 
To those who died, grant remission of their every sin in Thy great compassion; 
both those who like the Wise Servant and the Wise Virgins, constantly prepared 
themselves to enter the heavenly banquet at any hour; as well as those who emulated 
the Rich Fool, preferring to enjoy earthly pursuits and ignore heavenly ones. To the 
rest of us, instill the knowledge that while the devil still manipulates our divinely-
given free will to his own ends in this world, his power is fleeting and ultimately 
void, as Thou hast already crushed his dominion, leaving to him only those who 
freely choose him. As Thou didst speak to Pharaoh concerning Moses and the 
Hebrews, so soften the hearts of those who seek our destruction. Save and protect, 
O Lord, those who protect us, the law enforcement agents and all first responders, 
from despondency, disillusionment, and all things which would undermine their 
righteous calling to protect us in the manner of our Guardian Angels, and care for 
us in the manner of the Good Samaritan. All this we ask of Thee our All-powerful 
and All-loving Savior, giving glory to Thee together with Thine unoriginate Father 
and Thine all-holy and good and life-giving and Comforting Spirit; now and ever, 
and unto ages of ages. Amen.
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Parish Council
2021-07-15 at Frank Brienzo’s house
In attendance: Fr. Peter Cox, George Stickney Jr., Frank Brienzo, Erica Ameen

Meeting called to order with a prayer at 7:20 PM

Erica needs to change June minutes to include Ed Bottei as attending. Fr. Peter made a motion 
to accept reports, George seconded the motion, and the motion passed.

Pastoral Report

Fr. Peter went to Wichita to attend the ordination of Father Kosmos Morfas, sone of Craig and 
Elaine Morfas, who will be Priest in Norman, OK starting September 1st.  George and Suzanna 
Stickney were also in attendance.

We just had our fire inspection. Everything is good. We need to replace some exit signs and 
add one to the side door by the choir loft stairs. Father asked the inspector to flag anything that 
we would need to have in case we decided to rent out the hall. The inspector also looked at the 
ovens, and said since we are not a commercial kitchen we do not need to have an oven hood. 
Frank called Sigler and they will install the signs on July 30th.

This week is the Archdiocese Convention, Monday is the last day to register. Father has the 
registration information in the bulletin for this coming weekend. 

Pete asked to be finished in his role of Treasurer by the end of the year, however that timeline 
has been moved up. Father Peter said he would really like to have someone new step into the 
role, even if just as interim until the annual meeting.

Posty’s has said he will jump and get the floor done as soon as the materials are here. Cleaners 
will be coming for two days to clean in the kitchen. The dishwasher still needs to be hooked up.

George wondered if we could get high school students to help with getting the kitchen back 
together and giving them an opportunity to earn Silver Cord Hours.

Father noted that Mike from Mpire would be coming to look at the two classrooms. Erica 
commented that she has been told that it is a bad design in pipes and not much could be done. 
Father also said that Mpire has the chiller pump in the warehouse in South Sioux, just trying to 
get a time to schedule two guys to go out there because it is a big job.

George moved to accept the reports, Father Peter seconded the motion, and it was passed.

Dinner — waiting for the kitchen to be finished before making any decisions. 
Planning,organizing, and ordering will only take a month or so.

Warming Table — Frank is going to email pictures to Refrigeration Engineering to see if they are 
interested in purchasing the table.

No new business at this meeting.

Father Peter moved to adjourn the meeting, George seconded the motion and the meeting 
adjourned at 7:52PM
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Treasurer’s  Report July 2021

Income
2021 Pledges 6,590.88  

Miscellaneous 530.68  

Other Donations 100.00
Total Income

 

            7,221.56

Expenses
401 Maintenance -604.53  

404 Internet -188.11  

408 Church Utilities -821.13  

409 General Supplies -250.00  

410 Office Expense -712.85  

411 Copier and Copy Expense -91.43  

412 Benevolence -500.00

413 Transfer between Accounts -295.00
431 Priest Base Salary -3,550.00  

432 Priest Cell Phone -100.00  

433 Priest Health Insurance -800.00  

434 Priest Life Insurance -135.00  

436 Priest IRA -200.00  

438 Priest Auto and Auto Insurance -450.00  

451 Archdiocese Assessment -594.41
Total Expenses                             -9,295.46 
NET -2,073.90

Operating Account             $35,919.87

Building Fund                        25,233.43

In and Out Account                    404.65

Savings Account                    32,487.43
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The Order of St. Ignatius Of Antioch    140 Church Camp Trail    Bolivar, PA 15923   theorder@antiochianvillage.org Ph: (724) 238-3677, ext 410 

Let no man's place, or dignity, or riches, puff him up;  
and let no man's low condition or poverty abase him. 

For the chief points are faith towards God, hope towards Christ, the enjoyment  
of those good things for which we look, and love towards God and our neighbor. 

- Saint Ignatius of Antioch 

Join the Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch 
and help us change people’s lives 

Syrian Relief Fund, Project Mexico, Retired Clergy Housing Fund  

Camping Scholarships, OCF College Conference, SOYO Leadership Training, International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC) 

ORDER OF ST. IGNATIUS OF ANTIOCH 
ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE 


