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Scan this code with your 
smartphone to access your 
own personalized church 

Web page!

Our Mission

St. Thomas Orthodox Church is a community of Christians who proclaim the fullness of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ as handed down by the Apostles. We are committed to bringing the Light 

of Christ to all of Siouxland in thought, word, and deed. At St. Thomas Orthodox Church, you will 
find Holy Orthodoxy — ancient and alive.

Weekly Schedule

Sundays Orthros & Divine Liturgy 09:00
Wednesdays Daily Vespers 18:00

Saturdays Great Vespers 18:00

November Birthdays

22 Michael (Mikey) Antonovich 29 Frank Brienzo

If your birthday is in November but is not listed here, please let Fr. Peter so know we can update 
our records.

https://stthomassiouxcity.churchtrac.com
https://stthomassiouxcity.churchtrac.com
https://stthomassiouxcity.churchtrac.com
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Our Church, Our Spiritual Home
Home is safe and familiar. It is where we belong. Our Orthodox Christian Church is our spiritual home. 
It is a place of prayer, comfort, spiritual healing, and celebration. We are at home in the fragrance 
of incense, the sound of hymns and prayers, the physical touch of kneeling, bowing and making the 
sign of the cross, and the taste of Holy Communion and antidoron (the blessed bread). You may have 
been brought to the Orthodox Church on your 40th day, or the Orthodox Church may have been the 
destination of your spiritual journey. For both, the Church is a spiritual home to which we may always 
return. We are brothers and sisters in Christ — a family.

One Orthodox Christian author writes about the Ekklesia (the Church), “This Ekklesia exists when the 
dispersed, divided, self-preoccupied people unite and become a family, where people see one another as 
brothers and sisters with God as their common father, and try to share whatever they have and whatever 
they are, and be united in heart and soul”1.

Our Church is so much more than a building.  It is where we turn for comfort, support and healing. It is 
where we make true Christian friends that last a lifetime. No matter where we go in the world, we can 
come home to the Orthodox Church to be surrounded by the same familiar elements: altar, iconostasion 
(icon screen), pulpit, altar table, tabernacle, iconography, baptismal font, candles and more.

Church is not so much a place as it is what we are together. We are called to be the Body of Christ to 
witness to God in the world. When we truly become members of the Church, transfigured by our faith 
and worship, we become what the Church was intended to be.  As Saint Paul writes to the Ephesians, “So 
then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also members of the 
household of God”2.

We enter our spiritual home not to be entertained, but to be a part of a community of believers. We 
receive Jesus Christ in Holy Communion. As we pray, worship and serve together, we become His Body. 
To be truly a member of the Church as Body of Christ requires our presence and our engagement 
with one another — in worship, study and service to others. We grow spiritually as a family. We give 
sacrificially as we acknowledge that all we have comes from God.

“…in the Church we live eternal life starting from now. We do not simply await the life to come, but we 
experience and enjoy it from the present. The Kingdom of God, according to the Fathers, is not life beyond the 

grave but communion with God….” — Metropolitan Hierotheos of Nafpaktos

From our spiritual home we are sent out as “phosphoroi” — bearers of His light in the modern world, 
setting an example by our mutual understanding and love. As we do so, we pray for each other, listen and 
learn from each other, disagree respectfully, restore civility, and find a common purpose.

In our spiritual home, we grow together as we share our spiritual life. We give sacrificially to support 
our local parish because when we give of our first fruits we set our priorities on God and have a constant 
reminder that all we are and all we have are His.

We are stewards of the Gospel and the stewards of our parish. We see our church, not as it is, but as it 
could be. We offer our treasure and ourselves sacrificially, so that, as members of the Body of Christ, we 
may reach our full potential in Him.

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America

1 P. Faros in Functional and Dysfunctional Christianity
2 Ephesians 2:19

https://www.goarch.org/-/stewardship-sermon-our-church-our-spiritual-home
https://amzn.to/3pOGGcN
https://www.blueletterbible.org/rsv/eph/2/19/s_1099019
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St. Thomas on the Internet
Check out our Web site at https://stthomassiouxcity.org as well as our other pages:

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/St.ThomasOrthodoxChurchSC/

Siouxland Orthodox Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/689850188457371/

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/sathorch/

SoundCloud: https://soundcloud.com/sathorch

Twitter: https://twitter.com/sathorch

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIkvjWIH3zMELHkelZ36kRA

In Memoriam

Remembering those who reposed in the month of November 

(baby) Stevens, Josephine Lamane, Philip Abdouch, Anna M. Jacobs, Isaac Abdallah, 
Theresa Ann Skaff, George E. Skaff, Rosa Leah Gill, Kelly Ellis, John Gary Haggar, Paul Jakes, 

Anna Nassiff, George E. Bashara, Mabel Risk, Tillie Ellis, Julia Love, Arthur D.P. Nimmer, 
Ferris Skaff, Thomas Haddad, Alex Malenosky, Oscar Joseph Nassiff, John E. Sr. David, 

Elsie M. Smith, Sophie Weaver, Sadie Johnson, Amelia Bashara, Thomas G. Bashara, 
Jason Phillip Stevens, Mazie David, Edwin F. Swanson, Arthur G. Ellis, Selma Corey, 

Floyd Counter, Patricia Ann Gebran Thibodeau, Blanche A. Corey, Jacqueline Larsen, 
Ethel Agerson

Ladies Club

The next Ladies Club meeting is scheduled for the first Tuesday of November (2021-11-02) at 
6:30pm at the Virippil residence at 2604 Glen Ellen Rd.

SOYO

SOYO has yet to meet this fall. If you are a teen or the parent of a teen, please contact Erica at  
erica@stthomassiouxcity.org as soon as possible. SOYO (and coming to church) will only be as 

important to our teens as parents let them know it should be.

https://stthomassiouxcity.org
https://www.facebook.com/St.ThomasOrthodoxChurchSC/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/689850188457371/
https://www.instagram.com/sathorch/
https://soundcloud.com/sathorch
https://twitter.com/sathorch
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIkvjWIH3zMELHkelZ36kRA
https://www.google.com/maps/place/2604+Glen+Ellen+Rd,+Sioux+City,+IA+51106/@42.4650102,-96.303544,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x878dfbe7c9218b57:0x78f2fbb732ddbf58!8m2!3d42.4650102!4d-96.303544?hl=en
mailto:erica%40stthomassiouxcity.org?subject=SOYO%20participation
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St. Thomas Parish Council Meeting
September 8, 2021 Via Google Meet
In attendance: Fr. Peter Cox, George Stickney, Jr., Frank Brienzo, Manoj Virirppil, Judy Stevens, Erica 
Ameen, Ed Bottei

Meeting was called to order and Fr opened with a prayer at 7:05 PM.

We have discussed before if there is any benefit to Journal ads versus their cost and have not done any, 
however, Father did put an ad in with the Sioux City Journal Visitor’s Guide. It will be in the church 
section of the guide and cost $150.

TREASURER

Manoj will be compiling all of the bank records this month.

Fr. shared that we will run a stewardship campaign for October and November. 

MAINTENANCE

Aaron Post has been busy painting, putting lights up and all around just getting things done. Frank is 
pleased with the quality and timeliness of his work. Still waiting on flooring to be shipped. Otherwise, 
nothing new other than what was in the report.

LADIES

There were two full tables at the last meeting (10-11 people). The next meeting will be held at the 
Virippil’s home on November 2nd.

SUNDAY SCHOOL

This year we have four teens in class, next year we will have three and the following year there will only 
be one teen in the church.

Schedule for the year will be similar to past years, taking off when school is off. SOYO didn’t do anything 
all summer because no one would commit. Going to try to do a Bible study starting in October online, 
and praying kids will join in on that.

NEW BUSINESS

    • Father offered his thanks on the great job of treasurer that Pete has done and that Manoj is doing. 

    • Fr. Peter spoke that by now we have all read the book by Thom Ranier (he will get a copy for Manoj to 
read), and knowing that we have only 4 kids in Sunday School this year, at some point we need to have a 
parish wide discussion on the situation. 

    • Frank would like to get a bunch of volunteers to meet at the church to look through stuff in the 
kitchens to see what we can get rid of i.e. floor cleaners. October 2 at 10 AM- Father will put in the 
bulletin as open invitation to anyone who can come help.

    • New Election-The model constitution says a person can serve two terms and then take a year off, 
Up for election are Manoj, George, and Erica. The Annual Parish Meeting will be in January and have 
elections then,

Next Meeting will be October 13, 2021 Father closed with a prayer at 7:55 PM
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Income
2021 Pledges 3,130.00$      
Miscellaneous 708.37$         
Total Income 3,838.37$      

Expense
Maintenance (690.19)$        
Internet (276.11)$        
Church Utilities (991.02)$        
General Supplies (103.72)$        
Office Expense (144.82)$        
Copier and Copy Expense (91.43)$          
Priest Base Salary (3,550.00)$    
Priest Cell Phone (100.00)$        
Priest Health Insurance (800.00)$        
Priest Life Insurance (135.00)$        
Priest IRA (200.00)$        
Priest Auto (400.00)$        
Priest Auto Insurance (50.00)$          
Archdiocese Assessment (599.50)$        
Total Expense (8,131.79)$    

Net Income (Loss) (4,293.42)$    

Fund Balance as of 09/30/2021
General Fund 23,591.23$    
In and Out -$                
Building Fund 18,626.34$    
Stifel Investments 32,050.51$    

Treasurer's Report 09/30/2021
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Income (135.98)$        
2021 Pledges 81,154.99$    
Bishop Basil 15.00$            
Easter Flowers 425.00$         
Food for the Hungry 185.00$         
IOCC 25.00$            
Memorial 1,075.00$      
Miscellaneous 4,224.68$      
Other Donations 2,100.00$      
Other Gifts 25.00$            
Patriarch 45.00$            
Priest 65.00$            
Seminarians 190.00$         
Total Income 89,393.69$    

Maintenance ($6,890.89)
Education ($126.00)
Internet ($1,689.57)
Trash Pick-up ($360.00)
Insurance on Church Property ($5,755.25)
Church Utilities ($7,086.43)
General Supplies ($2,414.87)
Office Expense ($2,431.63)
Copier and Copy Expense ($1,266.78)
Benevolence ($4,500.00)
Transfer Between Accounts ($231.17)
Transfers Between Accounts ($295.00)
Priest Base Salary ($31,950.00)
Priest Cell Phone ($900.00)
Priest Health Insurance ($7,200.00)
Priest Life Insurance ($1,215.00)
Priest IRA ($1,800.00)
Priest Auto ($3,750.00)
Priest Auto Insurance ($300.00)
Priest SS and Medicare ($1,600.00)
Archdiocese Assessment ($5,354.78)
Bishop Basil Fund ($200.00)
Total Expenses ($87,317.37)

Net Income (Loss) 2,076.32$      

Treasurer's Report 1/1/2021 - 09/30/2021
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The Order of St. Ignatius Of Antioch    140 Church Camp Trail    Bolivar, PA 15923   theorder@antiochianvillage.org Ph: (724) 238-3677, ext 410 

Let no man's place, or dignity, or riches, puff him up;  
and let no man's low condition or poverty abase him. 

For the chief points are faith towards God, hope towards Christ, the enjoyment  
of those good things for which we look, and love towards God and our neighbor. 

- Saint Ignatius of Antioch 

Join the Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch 
and help us change people’s lives 

Syrian Relief Fund, Project Mexico, Retired Clergy Housing Fund  

Camping Scholarships, OCF College Conference, SOYO Leadership Training, International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC) 

ORDER OF ST. IGNATIUS OF ANTIOCH 
ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE 


