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Scan this code with your 
smartphone to access your 
own personalized church 

Web page!

Our Mission

St. Thomas Orthodox Church is a community of Christians who proclaim the fullness of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ as handed down by the Apostles. We are committed to bringing the Light 

of Christ to all of Siouxland in thought, word, and deed. At St. Thomas Orthodox Church, you will 
find Holy Orthodoxy — ancient and alive.

Weekly Schedule

Sundays Orthros & Divine Liturgy 09:00
Wednesdays Daily Vespers 18:00

Saturdays Great Vespers 18:00

December Birthdays

2 Dick Stevens 11 Daniel Kirwan
2 Sue Stevens 12 Jason Stevens
8 Jill Kirwan 21 Maksim Philip Stevens
9 Michael Hæfner 25 Theresa Muhe

If your birthday is in December but is not listed here, please let Fr. Peter so know we can update 
our records.

https://stthomassiouxcity.churchtrac.com
https://stthomassiouxcity.churchtrac.com
https://stthomassiouxcity.churchtrac.com
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Meditation
Luke 4:16–22
In every heart, there lives the dream that all will be made right, that justice and righteousness 
will prevail for all people. It’s a blessed hope but also terrifying. Why?

In our Gospel reading, we learn that a day is coming when all injustices will be corrected, all 
hurts will be healed, all lies exposed, and all wounds will be addressed and healed. However, 
this also means that every person I’ve mistreated, hurt, lied about, or selfishly taken advantage 
of will be avenged as well. On that day, I, too, will be standing in the light of the righteous 
judgment of my own faults and my own mistreatment of others. It puts a different spin on 
things, doesn’t it?

The spiritually mature person realizes that he or she must work diligently now to repent and 
ask forgiveness, thus opening the way for the grace of God to transform our actions toward 
others into righteous and peaceful love. No wonder the Church teaches us to pray for “a 
Christian end to our lives, peaceful, without shame and suffering, and for a good account of 
ourselves before the awesome judgment seat of Christ.”

TODAY: Let’s ask God for the grace to search our own hearts for our own faults, not even 
noticing the faults of others. Let us become so gracious in our words, actions, and choices that 
when the Last Day comes, we will welcome the Lord’s righteous judgments. Those who have 
already become practiced in humble forgiveness and repentance will naturally and quickly lay 
their burdens and expectations at the feet of Christ and cry out, “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
have mercy on me, a sinner.”

Fr. Barnabas Powell

Celebrating FaithCelebrating Faith
Please join us for a catered lunch after Liturgy on Please join us for a catered lunch after Liturgy on 

December 12 in the parish hall. December 12 in the parish hall. 
We will have a presentation from our We will have a presentation from our 

Sunday School youth and a special prize drawing! Sunday School youth and a special prize drawing! 
Donations will be gratefully accepted but not required. Donations will be gratefully accepted but not required. 

Please RSVP at Please RSVP at celebratingfaith.eventbrite.comcelebratingfaith.eventbrite.com  
or with Judy at (712)253-3184 or Erica at (712)389-1331or with Judy at (712)253-3184 or Erica at (712)389-1331

https://celebratingfaith.eventbrite.com/
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St. Thomas on the Internet
Check out our Web site at https://stthomassiouxcity.org as well as our other pages:

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/St.ThomasOrthodoxChurchSC/

Siouxland Orthodox Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/689850188457371/
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/sathorch/
SoundCloud: https://soundcloud.com/sathorch
Twitter: https://twitter.com/sathorch
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIkvjWIH3zMELHkelZ36kRA

In Memoriam

Remembering those who reposed in the month of December 

Josephine Nimmer, George Ferris, Abe Ellis, Richard Headid, Gebran Abou Gebran, 
Martha Nimmer, Samuel Ness, Jennie S. Ellis, Joseph E. Hanna, Emil Samore, 
Harold E. Saltzman, Mike Skaff, Faith L. Kay, John E. Hanna, Jr., Max Bekish, 

E. William Pape, Nick G. Margeas, Peter Langlois, Mose Yanney, Verdean G. “Beanie” Corey, 
Genevieve G. Johnson, Margaret J. Kott, Alexander Kott, Victor Voloshen, Madonna Antonovich, 

Jerry Abdo

Ladies Club

We had our Ladies Club meeting on November 2 at 6:30 at Manoj and Sneha Virippil’s home. We 
had a great evening. We are collecting paper goods for Shesler Hall. We will be doing that for the 
next 2 months. The NAB gave us the name of a book that they will be reading the book Mary As 
the Early Christians Knew Her: The Mother of Jesus in Three Ancient Texts. We have ordered 
some copies of this book if anyone is interested in reading it with us. God bless and hope that 

we will be back to normal soon. Next meeting and election of new officers is January 4th at 
6:30 PM. We will anounce the location at a later date..

SOYO & Sunday School

SOYO has yet to meet this winter. Sunday School has only met intermittently due to a lack 
of attendance. If you are a teen or the parent of a teen, please contact Erica at  erica@

stthomassiouxcity.org as soon as possible. SOYO and Sunday School will only be as important to 
our kids as parents let them know it should be.

https://stthomassiouxcity.org
https://www.facebook.com/St.ThomasOrthodoxChurchSC/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/689850188457371/
https://www.instagram.com/sathorch/
https://soundcloud.com/sathorch
https://twitter.com/sathorch
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIkvjWIH3zMELHkelZ36kRA
https://amzn.to/32sZwMI
https://amzn.to/32sZwMI
mailto:erica%40stthomassiouxcity.org?subject=SOYO%20participation
mailto:erica%40stthomassiouxcity.org?subject=SOYO%20participation
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St. Thomas Parish Council Meeting
October 8, 2021
In Attendance- Fr. Peter Cox, , Frank Brienzo, Erica Ameen, George Stickney Jr. Manoj Virippil, Judy 
Stevens via phone

Father Peter opened the meeting with a prayer.

Fr. moved to accept emailed reports, and Georged seconded the motion. All were in favor and the motion 
passed.

PASTORAL REPORT

Last week was in St. Louis for the Metropolis of Chicago Clergy/Laity Assembly. It was good to get away 
and spend time with other clergy while learning. It is interesting to see how they do things differently.

The Diocese of Wichita and LA now has a new Archdiocesan Teen Task Force. They will be working 
on SOYO, Christian Ed, Camp, etc. Everyone, not just us, is experiencing the problem of teens going to 
college and not coming back to the church. We are not as bad as the Greeks and OCA, but still a problem. 
Met. Joseph was on the call and spoke for 20 minutes about his blueprint on keeping teens connected. 
There is a new curriculum for Sunday school that will be coming out soon, and he is hoping everyone 
will use it.

This coming Sunday we will have visitors from Milford.The confirmation class from First Lutheran will 
be coming, along with their pastor.

Next Sunday will start our Stewardship Drive. Fr will be asking people to give a short talk about what it 
means to them to be a steward for the church. It is also SOYO Special Olympic special offering. One of our 
teens will read a letter about how our Archdiocese hosts a camp for the athletes every year.

PICNIC

Erica got a hold of many people about what day would work better for a picnic, and it was pretty split 
between Saturday and Sunday. We are also at the point in the year where we can’t rely on the weather 
being ok for sitting outside for a length of time. Erica explained that one of the reasons she wanted to get 
this together was for the teens Sunday School Project. George and Erica had discussed the possibility 
of renting a room somewhere to have a gathering, but now that we have learned that the flooring is in, 
this is something that could be done at coffee hour. Now we could have our original idea of a “reopening/
celebration” dinner. George offered the idea of instead of a Christmas play this year, to do the project 
viewing during the celebration dinner. It would be nice to be able to have the celebration dinner on a 
Saturday evening, and reinforce church is not just one day a week. Erica will check with the kids about 
schedules for their extracurricular activities. If we can get the date out soon enough, then hopefully 
people will mark their calendars and make time available for it.

The Board then started a conversation on ideas for the future of the church.

Erica moved to adjourn the meeting and Father, George, and Judy seconded the motion at that same 
time. Motion passed and meeting was adjourned with prayer at 8:10 PM.

Respectfully submitted,  
Erica Ameen
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INCOME
Category Amount

2021 Pledges 4,300$            
Miscellaneous 601$               
Total Income 4,901$           

EXPENSES
Maintenance (718)$              
Lawn and Snow (292)$              
Internet (188)$              
Trash Pick-up (97)$                
Insurance on Church Property (1,563)$          
Church Utilities (829)$              
General Supplies (155)$              
Office Expense (158)$              
Copier and Copy Expense (91)$                
Benevolence (1,201)$          
Priest Base Salary (3,550)$          
Priest Cell Phone (100)$              
Priest Health Insurance (800)$              
Priest Life Insurance (135)$              
Priest IRA (200)$              
Priest Auto (400)$              
Priest Auto Insurance (50)$                
Priest SS and Medicare (800)$              
DOWAMA (500)$              
Archdiocese Assessment (600)$              
Total Expense (12,427)$        

NET INCOME (LOSS) (7,526)$          

General Operating Fund 16,065$         
In-and-Out Fund -$                
Building Fund 18,626$         
Stifel Investments 33,903$         

Treasurer's Report 10/01/2021 - 10/31/2021

Balance as of 10/31/2021
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INCOME
2021 Pledges 85,454.99$    
Bishop Basil 15.00$            
Easter Flowers 425.00$         
Food for the Hungry 185.00$         
IOCC 25.00$            
Memorial 1,075.00$      
Miscellaneous 4,825.49$      
Other Donations 2,100.00$      
Other Gifts 25.00$            
Patriarch 45.00$            
Priest 65.00$            
Seminarians 190.00$         
Total Income 94,430.48$    

EXPENSES
Maintenance (7,608.81)$     
Lawn and Snow (292.11)$        
Education (126.00)$        
Internet (2,013.66)$     
Trash Pick-up (457.20)$        
Insurance on Church Property (7,318.00)$     
Church Utilities (7,915.67)$     
General Supplies (2,569.47)$     
Office Expense (2,589.82)$     
Copier and Copy Expense (1,358.21)$     
Benevolence (5,701.15)$     
Transfer Between Accounts (231.17)$        
Transfers Between Accounts (295.00)$        
Priest Base Salary (35,500.00)$  
Priest Cell Phone (1,000.00)$     
Priest Health Insurance (8,000.00)$     
Priest Life Insurance (1,350.00)$     
Priest IRA (2,000.00)$     
Priest Auto (4,150.00)$     
Priest Auto Insurance (350.00)$        
Priest SS and Medicare (2,400.00)$     
DOWAMA (500.00)$        
Archdiocese Assessment (5,954.28)$     
Bishop Basil Fund (200.00)$        
Total Expense (99,880.55)$  

NET INCOME (LOSS) (5,450.07)$    

Treasurer's Report 01/01/2021 - 10/31/2021
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The Order of St. Ignatius Of Antioch    140 Church Camp Trail    Bolivar, PA 15923   theorder@antiochianvillage.org Ph: (724) 238-3677, ext 410 

Let no man's place, or dignity, or riches, puff him up;  
and let no man's low condition or poverty abase him. 

For the chief points are faith towards God, hope towards Christ, the enjoyment  
of those good things for which we look, and love towards God and our neighbor. 

- Saint Ignatius of Antioch 

Join the Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch 
and help us change people’s lives 

Syrian Relief Fund, Project Mexico, Retired Clergy Housing Fund  

Camping Scholarships, OCF College Conference, SOYO Leadership Training, International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC) 

ORDER OF ST. IGNATIUS OF ANTIOCH 
ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE 


