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To our visitors…
Welcome! We hope your time with us is healing and worshipful. Please note that, 
although we have much respect for other Christian traditions, Holy Communion 

is reserved for properly prepared members of the Orthodox faith. Everyone is 
invited to partake of the blessed bread after the conclusion of the Liturgy. 

 May God’s blessing be upon you!

https://www.antiochian.org


Hymns in Today’s Liturgy

Resurrectional Apolytikion (Tone 2)
When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and immortal One, then Thou 
didst destroy hell with Thy Godly power. And when Thou didst raise the dead from beneath 
the earth, all the powers of Heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O Christ, Thou giver of life, glory 
to Thee.

Apolytikion of the Nativity of Christ (Tone 4)
Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, hath given rise to the light of knowledge in the world; for they 
that worshipped the stars did learn there from to worship Thee, O Sun of justice, and to know 
that from the east of the Highest Thou didst come. O Lord, glory to Thee.

Apolytikion of the Sunday after the Nativity (Tone 2)
Proclaim, O Joseph, to David, the grandparent of God, the amazing wonders; for thou hast 
seen a Virgin great with child; for with the shepherds thou didst give glory, with the Magi 
thou didst worship, and by the angel it was revealed to thee. Wherefore, plead thou with 
Christ God to save our souls.

Apolytikion of St. Thomas (Tone 3)
O Holy Apostle Thomas, intercede to the merciful God, that He grant unto our souls 
forgiveness of sins.

Kontakion of the Nativity of Christ (Tone 3)
On this day the Virgin beareth the Transcendent in Essence; to the Unapproachable, the 
earth doth offer a small cave; Angels join in choir with shepherds in giving glory; with a 
star the Magi travel upon their journey; for our sakes is born a young Child, He Who existed 
before the ages as God.

Epistle

Galatians 1:11–19
Brethren, I would have you know that the Gospel, which was preached by me, is not man’s 
gospel.  For I did not receive it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through a revelation 
of Jesus Christ.  For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted the 
Church of God violently and tried to destroy it; and I advanced in Judaism beyond many of 
my own age among my people; so extremely zealous was I for the traditions of my fathers.  
But when He who had set me apart before I was born, and had called me through His grace, 
was pleased to reveal His Son to me, in order that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I 
did not confer with flesh and blood, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles 
before me, but I went away into Arabia; and again I returned to Damascus.  Then after three 



years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas, and remained with him fifteen days.  But I saw 
none of the other apostles except James the Lord’s brother.

Gospel

Matthew 2:13–23
When the wise men had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
dream and said, “Rise, take the Child and His mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there 
until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the Child, to destroy Him.”  And he rose and 
took the Child and His mother by night, and departed to Egypt, and remained there until the 
death of Herod.  This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt 
have I called My Son.”  Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, 
was in a furious rage, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all 
that region, who were two years old or under, according to the time which he had ascertained 
from the wise men.  Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: “A voice 
was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she 
refused to be consoled, because they were no more.”  But when Herod died, behold, an angel 
of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, “Rise, take the Child and His 
mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the Child’s life are dead.”  And he 
rose and took the Child and His mother, and went to the land of Israel.  But when he heard 
that Archelaus reigned over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and 
being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee.  And he went and dwelt in a 
city called Nazareth, that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled, “He shall be 
called a Nazarene.” 

Synaxarion
On 26 December, in the Holy Orthodox Church, the first day of the After-feast of the Nativity of Christ, 
we commemorate Euthymios the Confessor, bishop of Sardis; and Hieromartyr Constantios the Russian 
of the Great Lavra on Athos.
On this day, we celebrate the Synaxis of our Most Holy Lady, the Theotokos.

With words as blameless gifts, I welcome the blameless Mother, 
Who not knowing the bed of man, now lieth in child-bed. 

On the twenty-sixth, I sing a song to the Most Pure in child-bed.
This Synaxis, or our coming together, to glorify the Theotokos is celebrated especially in her honor 
because she gave birth supernaturally to the Son and Word of God, and thus became the instrument 
of the salvation of mankind. This feast of Mary is one of the earliest in Orthodox Christian tradition.

He that smote thee of old, cometh to thee, O Egypt; 
Tremble before Him, and mind Him as God Almighty.

God saw the wicked King Herod’s plan to slaughter all the children in Bethlehem, and sent His angel 
to Joseph. The angel commanded him to take the Child and His mother and flee to Egypt. Joseph did 
this. They first travelled to Nazareth1, where Joseph set his household affairs in order and then, taking 

1 Luke 2:39

https://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/luk/2/39/s_975039
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his son James with them, went off to Egypt2. And so the words of the prophet: “The Lord, riding upon a 
swift cloud, shall come into Egypt”3, were fulfilled. The family lived in Egypt for several years, and then 
returned to Palestine in response to a command by an angel of God. And so a second prophecy was 
fulfilled: “Out of Egypt have I called My Son”4.
On the Sunday after the Nativity of Christ, we commemorate the holy and just Ancestors of God: Joseph 
the Betrothed of the Holy Virgin, our Lady the Theotokos; James the Brother of God and the first bishop 
of Jerusalem; and David the Prophet and King.

I honor Joseph, the Betrothed of the Virgin, who to be her protector was alone chosen. 
Thou art a carpenter’s son, but also the brother of the Lord that built all with a word, O blest James. 
What shall I say, seeing that the Lord testifieth, as a man after Mine own heart, I have found David.

David committed adultery and murder, yet God forgave him and glorified him above all the kings of 
Israel. He gave him the great grace to compose the most beautiful penitential prayers (the Psalms) and 
to prophesy the coming of Christ. Thus, God was not ashamed to take upon Himself flesh from David’s 
seed. God designated Joseph to protect the Most-holy Virgin, and imparted to him great honor in the 
plan of the salvation of mankind. Although Joseph was of the royal lineage of David, he was a humble 
carpenter in Nazareth.  At the age of 80, Joseph took the Most-holy Virgin from the Temple in Jerusalem 
and into his home. He entered into rest at the age of 110. The Apostle James is called the “Brother of 
the Lord” because he was the son of the righteous Joseph the Betrothed. James greatly loved Jesus and, 
according to tradition, he traveled to Egypt with the Most-holy Virgin and Joseph, when Herod sought 
to slay the newborn King.
By their holy intercessions, O God, have mercy upon us and save us. Amen.

Upcoming Events

Tuesday Paraklesis 18:00 Holy Trinity

Wednesday Daily Vespers 18:00 St. Thomas

Saturday

Orthros & Divine Liturgy for St. Basil and 
the Circumcision of Christ 08:30 St. Thomas

Baptism 11:00 St. Thomas
Great Vespers 18:00 St. Thomas

We will stream services live and post updates on our Facebook page, on our Twitter feed, and 
on our YouTube channel.

2 Matthew 2:14
3 Isaiah 19:1
4 Hosea 11:1
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