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Scan this code with your 
smartphone to access 

your own personalized 
church Web page!

Our Mission

St. Thomas Orthodox Church is a community of Christians who proclaim the fullness of the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ as handed down by the Apostles. We are committed to bringing the Light of Christ 

to all of Siouxland in thought, word, and deed. At St. Thomas Orthodox Church, you will find Holy 
Orthodoxy — ancient and alive.

Weekly Schedule

Sundays Orthros & Divine Liturgy 09:00
Wednesdays Daily Vespers 18:00
Saturdays Great Vespers 18:00

January Birthdays

1 Sneha Virippil 19 Manoj Virippil
15 Abigail Suhr 30 Carol Border-Stone
18 Sierra Ameen

If your birthday is in January but is not listed here, please let Fr. Peter so know we can update our 
records.

https://stthomassiouxcity.churchtrac.com
https://stthomassiouxcity.churchtrac.com
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What Is a Parish Council?
During our annual parish meeting on the 9th of January, we will elect three new members to the parish 
council. Some who, perhaps, have never served on a parish council may be unfamiliar with what a parish 
council is and what the duties and responsibilities of a parish council are in comparison to the duties and 
responsibilities of the clergy.

In an Orthodox parish, the priest-in-charge is known as the “Προϊστάμενος,” i.e., “the one who presides,” 
or, literally, the President of the parish. One term used to translate this into English is “rector.” Unlike 
the case in many Protestant churches, the rector is not the employee of the parish council; as the Clergy 
Guide of our Archdiocese states, “Priests and deacons are responsible to the Metropolitan Primate and 
the bishop in each diocese and no other authority.”1 By definition, the rector is “the presiding officer of 
every organization in his parish.… He should be an active leader of his Parish Council.”2 The rector also 
presides over the annual parish meeting.3 As the Metropolitan is to the archdiocese and the bishop is to 
the diocese, the rector, as the Metropolitan’s appointed representative, is to the parish.

What, then, is the purpose of the parish council? “The Parish Council is an example of the synergy of 
clergy and laity; it is a vehicle for implementing the ongoing mission of the Church and planning the 
necessary strategies, policies, procedures, and activities that will enable the Parish to move forward in 
accomplishing God’s work.”4 It is the role of the parish council to work with the rector to deal with the 
temporal affairs of the parish so that ministry may flourish. “The Parish functions administratively under 
the leadership of the Parish Priest who is assisted by the Parish Council, with the guidance and supervision 
of the Metropolitan or Archbishop.”5

Like many secular organizations, the parish council elects officers from amongst its members; a chairperson, 
a vice-chairperson, a treasurer, and a secretary. “The Parish Council chairperson serves on behalf of, and 
with the blessing of, the pastor.”6 The parish council chairperson coordinates the activities of the lay 
members of the council and works with the rector in developing goals and strategies. In our parish, we 
have, over the past two years, had the vice-chairperson take on the responsibilities of maintaining the 
physical plant of the parish. 

As Metropolitan Joseph has said, “A Parish Council member, through the acclamation of the community 
in which the Holy Spirit resides, has a charisma, a special gift and responsibility to represent and serve 
the community. This ministry comes forth from God, who is the center of all things. This is why Council 
meetings are held in the Church, begin and end with prayer, and always are conducted with the priest 
present. Like organs in a body, each Parish Council member has a special function. All of you have 
different talents and skills that you bring together to form a single Body. The Council meeting is not an 
arena in which we do battle with others. We do not seek to defeat our enemies and compete with others. 
Each vital organ of the body works together for a common goal and so Parish Council members must 
support one another. The aim is to speak with one voice.”7 

Fr. Peter

1 Clergy Guide, 2011-03-03, II,C,2, pg. 12
2 Ibid., II,D,1, pg. 15.
3 Ibid., II,D,2, pg. 15.
4 Welcome to the Parish Council, Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, 2010-07, pg. 6.
5 Ibid., pg. 16.
6 Clergy Guide, II,D,1, pg. 15
7 Metr. Joseph, The Word, 2002-10, “The Ministry of the Parish Council”.
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St. Thomas on the Internet
Check out our Web site at https://stthomassiouxcity.org as well as our other pages:

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/St.ThomasOrthodoxChurchSC/

Siouxland Orthodox Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/689850188457371/
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/sathorch/
SoundCloud: https://soundcloud.com/sathorch
Twitter: https://twitter.com/sathorch
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIkvjWIH3zMELHkelZ36kRA

In Memoriam

Remembering those who reposed in the month of January 

Edwin L. Swanson, Inda C. Kazos Webber, Granville N. Westfall, Michael A. Corey, Victor Ferris, 
William T. Rice, Robert Corey, Jamelia J. Ellis, Mary A. Stevens, Alexander G. Antonovich, 

Patricia Baker, Nina C. Sweeney, Mary Jean Mann, Nellie Skaff, LeRoy Yanney, Nina C. Baker, 
Lidiyah Cherkas, David J. Koury

Ladies Club

We had our Ladies Club meeting on November 2 at 6:30 at Manoj and Sneha Virippil’s home. We had 
a great evening. We are collecting paper goods for Shesler Hall. We will be doing that for the next 2 
months. The NAB gave us the name of a book that they will be reading the book Mary As the Early 
Christians Knew Her: The Mother of Jesus in Three Ancient Texts. We have ordered some copies of 
this book if anyone is interested in reading it with us. God bless and hope that we will be back to 

normal soon. Next meeting and election of new officers is January 4th at 6:30 p.m. at the Glen Oaks 
Apartments Office. If you would like to bring a gift to exchange, please wrap up a $10 gift item. We will 

have election of officers as well. God grant us a healthy 2022.

https://stthomassiouxcity.org
https://www.facebook.com/St.ThomasOrthodoxChurchSC/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/689850188457371/
https://www.instagram.com/sathorch/
https://soundcloud.com/sathorch
https://twitter.com/sathorch
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIkvjWIH3zMELHkelZ36kRA
https://amzn.to/32sZwMI
https://amzn.to/32sZwMI
https://www.openstreetmap.org/#map=16/42.5369/-96.3854
https://www.openstreetmap.org/#map=16/42.5369/-96.3854
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Meditation
Out with the Old, in with the New
In our gospel reading today1, Jesus stands before the Jewish leaders as God in the flesh. St. Paul says the 
Incarnation is “foolishness” to the Greeks and a “stumbling block” to the Jews2. The Old Testament 
was filled with hints and prophecies about the coming of the Messiah3. Nonetheless, their human minds 
couldn’t fathom the paradigm shift that was coming, now that the Uncreated had really stepped into His 
creation to be a part of it.

Though Jewish theology and pagan Greek philosophy ruled Jesus’ day, Christ came and changed (and 
continues to change) everything. And those who can’t grasp the mystery are to be pitied, prayed for, and 
loved rather than hated.

The leaders of Christ’s day, as is true today as well, simply couldn’t process the paradigm shift created by 
the coming of Jesus. Their lack of understanding exposed their spiritual blindness, so this just made them 
hate Him all the more.

This often happens during a paradigm shift. The status quo fights to preserve that which is passing 
away; they can’t conceive of a world outside the ordinary and predictable. They live in fear of change, 
concentrating their energies to engage in a rearguard action to keep things from slipping away from them.

Today, some are in a panic as they view the shift in demographics and what it means for religious 
observance in America, but we don’t need to. Rather than scramble to preserve the former Judeo-Christian 
consensus we once enjoyed, we can ask how we can better serve this generation with the timeless message 
of Orthodox Christianity.

Today: As we part with the old year and greet the new one, let’s not be gripped by fear and panic and 
worry. History is really HIS-story. Knowing that God loves our generation more than we can imagine, 
let’s be diligent and faithful. Our generation needs the timeless medicine of Orthodoxy, and they will 
experience it through our loving service, creativity, and courage. In this New Year, join me in being 
Orthodox on Purpose, no matter what it costs.

Fr. Barnabas Powell

1 Mark 11:27–33
2 I Corinthians 1:23
3 Isaiah 9:6
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SOYO & Sunday School
The teens completed their lessons with the My Orthodox Family curriculum in December. In lieu of a 
Christmas play, they presented their projects with the curriculum at the luncheon that was put on by the 
Parish Council. This curriculum talked about what family is and who we are as a church family. One part 
of the project was to figure out how our church came to be starting from Pentecost. Another part of the 
project was to think of questions and then interview members of the Parish. Those that participated with 
the teens had a good time getting to know each other a little more and those interviews are still posted 
downstairs. One of the best parts of the curriculum is that it helped to build a little bridge closing the 
gap between the youth and the older adults in church a little more. Bridging gaps between relationships 
is always a great thing.

A new year means the start of a new curriculum! The archdiocese has developed a new curriculum for us 
to use that just came out mid-December. What’s really exciting about this is that it is, in part, sponsored 
by the new youth task force, meaning that the curriculum is going to coincide with this year‘s creative arts 
theme, and Bible Bowl. The curriculum is called Who Do You Say I Am? The Gospel of Matthew. There 
were a few different writers of this curriculum including Mat. Sarah Begley, wife of Fr. Philip Begley. The 
goal in this curriculum is to ensure that students are scripturally sound, and gives the opportunity to really 
dig deep into the Gospel of Matthew with a variety of learning formats. After using The Relationship 
Project last year, it was definitely hard to choose a curriculum from what has been available to us as 
most of it is 20-30 years old. Many Church School Directors and teachers in the Archdiocese have 
been compiling from multiple sources and have basically created their own curricula. Bringing this new 
curriculum to the table is just another way the Archdiocese is showing their commitment to the youth and 
we are definitely excited for that.

As always, please keep all of the youth in your prayers. Often times they are dealing with more than they 
should have to.

Erica Ameen

http://dce.oca.org/focus/orthodox/13-17/
https://antiochian.org/dashboard?name=creative%20festivals
https://antiochian.org/dashboard?name=creative%20festivals
https://www.teensoyo.org/bible-bowl
https://antiochian.org/dashboard?name=Gospel%20of%20Matthew%20Curriculum
https://stignatiusfranklin.org/staff/rev-fr-philip-begley/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/tools/MultiVerse.cfm?s=001RNk
https://www.faithtree.org/the-relationship-project
https://www.faithtree.org/the-relationship-project
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INCOME
Category Amount

2021 Pledges 4,634$            
Miscellaneous 401$               
Total Income 5,034$           

EXPENSES
Internet (221)$              
Church Utilities (608)$              
General Supplies (113)$              
Office Expense (227)$              
Copier and Copy Expense (91)$                
Benevolence (620)$              
Priest Base Salary (3,550)$          
Priest Cell Phone (100)$              
Priest Health Insurance (800)$              
Priest Life Insurance (135)$              
Priest IRA (200)$              
Priest Auto (400)$              
Priest Auto Insurance (50)$                
Archdiocese Assessment (600)$              
Total Expense (7,715)$          

NET INCOME (LOSS) (2,681)$          

General Operating Fund 14,199$         
In-and-Out Fund -$                
Building Fund 12,357$         
Stifel Investments 32,670$         

Treasurer's Report 11/01/2021 - 11/30/2021

Balance as of 11/30/2021

INCOME
2021 Pledges 91,304$            
Easter Flowers 425$                  
Memorial 1,075$              
Miscellaneous 5,238$              
Other Donations 2,100$              
Other Gifts 25$                    
Patriarch 45$                    
Priest 65$                    
Seminarians 190$                  
Total Income 100,467$          

EXPENSES
Maintenance (7,609)$             
Lawn and Snow (292)$                
Education (126)$                
Internet (2,234)$             
Trash Pick-up (457)$                
Insurance on Church Property (7,318)$             
Church Utilities (8,524)$             
General Supplies (2,694)$             
Office Expense (2,817)$             
Copier and Copy Expense (1,450)$             
Benevolence (6,321)$             
Transfer Between Accounts (231)$                
Transfers Between Accounts (295)$                
Priest Base Salary (39,050)$           
Priest Cell Phone (1,100)$             
Priest Health Insurance (8,800)$             
Priest Life Insurance (1,485)$             
Priest IRA (2,600)$             
Priest Auto (4,550)$             
Priest Auto Insurance (400)$                
Priest SS and Medicare (2,400)$             
DOWAMA (500)$                
Archdiocese Assessment (6,554)$             
Bishop Basil Fund (200)$                
Total Expense (108,008)$        

NET INCOME (LOSS) (7,540)$             

Treasurer's Report 01/01/2021 - 11/30/2021
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The Order of St. Ignatius Of Antioch    140 Church Camp Trail    Bolivar, PA 15923   theorder@antiochianvillage.org Ph: (724) 238-3677, ext 410 

Let no man's place, or dignity, or riches, puff him up;  
and let no man's low condition or poverty abase him. 

For the chief points are faith towards God, hope towards Christ, the enjoyment  
of those good things for which we look, and love towards God and our neighbor. 

- Saint Ignatius of Antioch 

Join the Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch 
and help us change people’s lives 

Syrian Relief Fund, Project Mexico, Retired Clergy Housing Fund  

Camping Scholarships, OCF College Conference, SOYO Leadership Training, International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC) 

ORDER OF ST. IGNATIUS OF ANTIOCH 
ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE 


