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Scan this code with your 
smartphone to access 

your own personalized 
church Web page!

Our Mission

St. Thomas Orthodox Church is a community of Christians who proclaim the fullness of the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ as handed down by the Apostles. We are committed to bringing the Light of Christ 

to all of Siouxland in thought, word, and deed. At St. Thomas Orthodox Church, you will find Holy 
Orthodoxy — ancient and alive.

Weekly Schedule

Sundays Orthros & Divine Liturgy 09:00

Wednesdays Daily Vespers 18:00

Saturdays Great Vespers 18:00

April Birthdays

1 Don Miller 22 Marilyn Hagberg

12 Ron Carlson 28 Julie Kinnaman

21 Mike Antonovich 29 Jack Stevens

If your birthday is in April but is not listed here, please let Fr. Peter so know we can update our records.

https://stthomassiouxcity.churchtrac.com
https://stthomassiouxcity.churchtrac.com
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Why Are You Orthodox?
I was talking to someone the other day and we were discussing a fairly important subject when it dawned 
on me “We are not really speaking the same language.” It frustrated me and, I confess, I was at a loss as to 
how to bridge this gap in our understanding each other. You see, this person came from a vastly different 
place that I had. Our experiences were different. Our relationships were different. Our understandings 
were certainly different. And I was frustrated. Why doesn’t he get what I’m trying to say? Why can’t he 
see my point? Ugh!

Of course, my arrogance aside that someone should defer to my own opinion, this is a common situation 
when you are communicating with anyone. All of us are shaped by our past, our experiences, and our 
personal understandings. The hard work of communication means we will either “bully” others into 
seeing things our way, or we will choose to learn the power of persuasion to both try to understand where 
the other is coming from and then find the common ground necessary to move to a mutual agreement. 
This latter path is certainly harder and more time consuming, but love demands nothing less. I guess 
that’s why I am so disturbed by the societal and political discussions of our day. They seem to be based 
on bullying rather than an attempt at understanding. This will not end well.

Look at our Gospel Lesson today in Matthew 9:14–17: 

At that time, the disciples of John came to Him, saying, “Why do we and the Pharisees fast, 
but your disciples do not fast?” And Jesus said to them, “Can the wedding guest mourn as 
long as the bridegroom is with them? The days will come, when the bridegroom is taken 
away from them, and then they will fast. And no one puts a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old 
garment, for the patch tears away from the garment, and a worse tear is made. Neither is new 
wine put into old wineskins; if it is, the skins burst, and the wine is spilled, and the skins are 
destroyed; but new wine is put into fresh wineskins, and so both are preserved.”

Jesus is making a very important insight into reality here. He declares that His very presence changes 
the situation completely. Of course it’s not everyday that God incarnates Himself in humanity and walks 
among us, so I guess I can understand the paradigm shift He means. But the Lord confronts the very 
foundation of the religious system of His day by using the very practical and common religious discipline 
of fasting. His disciples don’t fast the way John’s disciples and the Pharisees fast and that causes some 
conflict!

Jesus is saying to them and us that the fasting isn’t the problem; it’s the motivation and the timing of 
the fasting that is the problem. You see, the coming of Christ initiates what St. Paul called “a new and 
living way.” (Hebrews 10:20) And this new and living way doesn’t dismiss the discipline of fasting but 
transforms the motivation for fasting from mere rote habit to an actual participation with the Holy 
Spirit in the deifying work of God in my life. I fast, not to “please” God, but because I understand that 
training my desires to be disciplined and focused sets me free to become like my Lord. And being like my 
Lord means the family resemblance will be unmistakable on the “last Day.” No wonder the Lord warns 
against putting this “new wine” of insight and motivation into the “old wineskin” of mere self centered 
desire to “make God happy so He will give me a prize!”

Today, why do you call yourself a Christian? Why are you Orthodox? Is it just out of habit or the happy 
accident of your birth? Or are you beginning to realize that this “new and living way” Christ brings to 
us all really explodes the old ways of understanding what faith is all about. Isn’t it time for you and God 
to get on the same page when it comes to your motivation for your faith and your following Him? There 
is no way the “new wine” of this radical message of communion and transformation is going to fit in the 
“old wineskins” of thoughtless habit. If you try, you are going to ruin both! But, if you have the courage 
and humility to continue to become Orthodox on Purpose you’ll find the Spirit will make you a “new 
creature.” Well, are you coming or not?

Fr. Barnabas Powell
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St. Thomas on the Internet
Check out our Web site at https://stthomassiouxcity.org as well as our other pages:

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/St.ThomasOrthodoxChurchSC/

Siouxland Orthodox Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/689850188457371/

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/sathorch/

SoundCloud: https://soundcloud.com/sathorch

Twitter: https://twitter.com/sathorch

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIkvjWIH3zMELHkelZ36kRA

In Memoriam

Remembering those who reposed in the month of April: 

John Bestos, (infant son) Melhaus, Nick Bashara, Thomas Melham, Ness Melham, Alma M. Butrous, 
Sultana Ellis, Eva (Mrs. John) David, Wolf Headid, Catherine Ferris Abdallah, Alma Samore, 

Athena Gebran, Rose Abdouch, Joseph Abdouch, Elias Melham, Cecil W. Mulneaux, Marie David, 
Elizabeth Skaff, George Stevens, Mary Shkurensky, Louise M. Hanna, Gary L. Peterson, 
Beatrice Abdouch, Orval F. Dawdy, Sophie Skaff, Roger D. Wickenhagen, Barbara Skaff, 

Gerald E. Melham, Viona E. Headid, Josephine Saltzman

Ladies Club

The next Ladies Club meeting will be Tuesday, May 3, at 6:30 p.m. at 
Blue TeQuila, 148 Gaul Dr, Sergeant Bluff, 51054-8963

https://stthomassiouxcity.org
https://www.facebook.com/St.ThomasOrthodoxChurchSC/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/689850188457371/
https://www.instagram.com/sathorch/
https://soundcloud.com/sathorch
https://twitter.com/sathorch
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIkvjWIH3zMELHkelZ36kRA
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Message from the Parish Council Chairman
As we reported last month, the restoration of the stairwell to the choir loft and the walls inside the choir 
loft was scheduled for the week of March 13th. We are pleased to report the work was completed and 
looks great. Generously, the Jacobs Family has raised nearly half of what we needed to complete this 
effort but we still need about $5000 to pay for the project. If you would like to pitch in to help fund this 
effort, any contribution will be very much appreciated.

As many of you know, our Sunday School program has been put on hold as attendance has dropped to 
zero. The Parish Council believes a Sunday School program is essential to educating our young people 
on the scriptures, the life of Christ and our Orthodox faith. If not for a Sunday School program, where 
would our children learn these things?

Erica Ameen, the Sunday School Superintendent, has tried several approaches and schedules to 
accommodate the needs and schedules of our youth, but the effort has not yielded the positive results 
needed. Therefore, we are continuing to explore alternatives to develop an approach that will provide 
our youth the opportunity to grow in the Orthodox faith. We welcome any input from parents or the 
congregation to solve this problem.

Finally, the Parish Council has prepared the Fellowship Hall for outside rentals. We have drafted a legal 
agreement, developed a pricing schedule, added locks to certain doors, and are ready to advertise on 
social media. We are now able to lock doors to the nave, alter, and classrooms. If you know of any clubs 
or private parties who may need a space, please let me or Father Peter know and we will meet with their 
representatives.

In closing, I invite you to share your ideas, thoughts and concerns with me at any time. My email is 
brienzo24@yahoo.com and my cell phone is (712)899-0135. 

Frank Brienzo

Fundamental Questions
One of my favorite TV series ever is Babylon 5. While, on the surface, it was about a 23rd-Century space 
station and its inhabitants, at its core, it was about how the characters answered five fundamental questions 
posed to them, both as individuals and as a group, by various factions. Those important questions are:

• Who are you?

• What do you want?

• Why are you here?

• Where are you going?

• Do you have anything worth living for?

In a related series, Crusade, two more important questions were asked:

• Whom do you serve?

• Whom do you trust?

How does each of us as Orthodox Christians answer these questions as we approach Holy Week, the 
Crucifixion, and the Resurrection of Christ? How do we, together, as the parish of St. Thomas, answer 
these questions to those who would ask why they should join us? How do our answers, as a parish, make 
us unique among churches in Sioux City?

Fr. Peter

mailto:brienzo24@yahoo.com
tel:17128990135
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Parish Council Minutes
2021-02-16
In attendance: Fr.  Peter, Frank Brienzo, George Stickney,  Jr., 
Julie Kinnaman, Erica Ameen. Ed Bottei, Judy Stevens. Also 
attending: George Stickney, Sr.

Fr. Peter opened the meeting with a prayer at 7:00 p.m.

Judy moved to approve the November minutes; George 
seconded. Motion was approved unanimously.

Fr.  Peter moved to approve the January minutes; George 
seconded. Motion was approved unanimously.

After Frank stated that approximately half the money needed 
to repair the water damage in the west stairwell and choir loft 
had already been donated by members of the Jacobs family, 
Fr. Peter moved that we proceed with the repairs. Judy seconded 
and the motion passed unanimously.

George moved to accept all reports; Judy seconded. Motion 
was approved.

Fr.  Peter discussed the outcomes of several conversations 
he has had with both diocesan and archdiocesan leadership 
concerning the future of the parish. Given what he learned in 
those discussions, he believes that if St. Thomas were to reach 
the point that we could no longer support a full-time priest, 
there would not be any part-time clergy available to fill in, even 

on a once-per-month basis. Parishioners would be asked to drive to St. Mary, Omaha, for Sunday 
services; most likely some would disperse to Holy Trinity or even Holy Transfiguration in Sioux Falls.

Fr. Peter also learned that the reason Camp St. Raphael is being held on Lake Texoma this year is 
that, due to COVID-19, the long-time home of Camp St. Raphael, Camp Takatoka, has been closed 
by its owners, the YMCA of Greater Tulsa. If we do have kids to send to camp at some point in the 
future, it may be more expedient to send them to Camp St. George in eastern Iowa that is run by 
Fr. Fred Shaheen of our sister parish in Cedar Rapids. Fr. Peter expressed his hope that, in the not-too-
distant future, the Assembly of Bishops will figure out a way to transition our current diocesan and 
jurisdictional camps into a single, national, pan-Orthodox camp system.

Fr,  Peter will continue to seek opportunities for us to socialize as a parish away from the church 
property. He hopes we will better learn to understand that the parish of St. Thomas is the people who 
attend and worship and volunteer, not the building in which we happen to meet. One way that we will 
look at meeting together is a supper club to be held at various locations around the city.

There was further discussion about what steps need to be taken before renting the hall to outside 
groups. The main areas of concern are ensuring that those renting the hall could not gain access to the 
sanctuary or nave while still preserving access to emergency exits and ensuring that our draft rental 
agreement is sufficient to cover various contingencies. We also need to figure out the best way to let 
local groups know the hall is available once we’re ready to begin.

Judy moved to adjourn; George seconded. The meeting was adjourned at 8:32 p.m.
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Treasurer’s Report – February 2022

Income

2022 Pledges 6,024.17

Miscellaneous 395.15

Other Donations 0.00

Other Income

Total Income $6,419.32

Expenses

401 Maintenance -128.91

402 Lawn & Snow 0.00

403 Education 0.00

404 Internet -133.09

406 Trash Pick-Up 0.00

407 Insurance on Church Property 0.00

408 Church Utilities -1,384.34

409 General Expenses -339.33

410 Office Expense -47.87

411 Copier & Copy Expense -91.43

412 Benevolence -500.00

413 Transfer between Accounts 0.00

431 Priest Base Salary -2,650.00

432 Priest Cell Phone -100.00

433 Priest Health Insurance -800.00

434 Priest Life Insurance -135.00

436 Priest IRA -200.00

437 Priest Medical Expense 0.00

438 Priest Auto Allowance -400.00

439 Priest Auto Insurance -50.00

440 Priest SS & Medicare 0.00

441 Priest Housing & Utilities -1,050.00

442 DOWAMA 0.00

451 Archdiocesan Assessment -386.91

460 Online Fees 0.00

Total Expenses -$8,396.88

Net -$1,977.56



Food for Hungry People 2022 
48th Anniversary 

3 
How many cars 
are in your 
family? You can't 
"Dodge" the 
hungry, but you 
can af"Ford" to 
pay .50 for each 
car. 

4 
"Day by day," from 
dawn till night, 
Hunger knows no 
hour - nor if it's 
day or night. Pay 
.20 for each lamp 
in your home. 

5 
How many 
cameras do you 
have? Pay .30 for 
each. This will 
help us make all 
"negatives" 
positives. 

6 
Pick up all the 
loose change 
laying around the 
house. Put it in 
your FFHP Box. 
This will help 
make a "change" 
in the world! 

7 
Count the scissors 
you have in your 
home and pay .25 
for each pair. Let's 
"cut-out" the 
hunger in   
hunger-y! 

8 
How many 
members are in 
your family? Pay 
.20 for each. The 
hungry have 
families to feed 
also; let's make 
this a real "family 
affair!" 

9 
How many towels 
are in your home? 
If you pay .05 for 
each towel, this 
may help us "wipe 
out" hunger for all 
people. 

10 
"Hey Big 
Spender" drop a 
coin in the slot - 
give unto others 
what they 
haven't got! Put 
in a coin or bill of 
your choice. 

11 
How many heads 
of lettuce are in 
your refrigerator? 
Pay .30 for each. 
"Lettuce" show the 
hungry that we 
care. 

12 
Count the cans in 
your cupboard. 
Pay .05 for each. 
Don't let their 
cupboards be like 
"Old Mother 
Hubbard’s!" 

13 
How many friends 
do you have on 
Facebook? Pay .05 
for each friend. 
Let’s be-”friend” 
those in need. 

14 
How many 
sweaters do you 
have? Pay .10 for 
each. Sweaters 
keep you warm. 
This is one time 
they won't mind if 
we "pull the wool 
over their eyes." 

15 
How many chairs 
are in your home? 
Pay .15 per chair. 
We can't just "sit" 
around when so 
many people are 
hungry. 

16 
How many 
cookbooks do you 
own? Pay .20 for 
each. We will be 
able to "cook up" 
a better recipe for 
the hungry to live 
by. 

17 
How many eggs 
are you going to 
color for Pascha? 
Pay .05 for each. 
Let's help "color" 
their world with 
love! 

18 
"Brother can you 
spare a dime?" or 
maybe two? The 
FFHP program 
really depends on 
you. Put your 
dimes in the box. 

19 
How many songs 
are on your 
playlist? Pay .05 
for each song. 
Let's make this a 
"record- breaking" 
year for FFHP!!! 

20 
How many songs 
have you listened 
to today?  Pay .15 
for each.  Let’s 
stay “in tune” 
with the hungry. 

21 
How many crosses 
do you have? Pay 
.15 each. Crosses 
remind us of 
Christ's suffering, 
let's not make the 
hungry suffer 
anymore. 

22 
"A dream is a wish 
your heart 
makes," and our 
dream is for 
hunger to stop. 
For the wish that 
we are wishing, is 
for FFHP program 
to go over the 
top! 

23 
We pray you have 
been generous in 
your almsgiving. 
"For inasmuch as 
you have done it 
unto the least of 
these my 
brethren, you 
have done it unto 
ME!" 

24 

PASCHA 

Christ 
 Is 

 Risen! 


