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September 17, 2022 
 

Our Father in Christ, His Beatitude, Patriarch JOHN X,  

Brother Hierarchs of the Holy Synod,  

Beloved Hierarchs of the Antiochian Archdiocese of North 
America,  

Reverend Clergy,  

Esteemed Members of the Board of Trustees,  

Organization and Department heads,  

and all the faithful of this God-Protected Archdiocese, 

 

By the grace of God, by His providence and by the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit, I have decided to retire from my administrative 
position as Metropolitan of New York and All North America for 
the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese. After prayerful 
consideration and a life of sacrifice in the church, my painful but 
deliberate decision is intended to give you peace as it has now 
done for me. 

My decision is based solely on two things. First, my lifelong love 
and commitment to the protection of the church, and second, my 
care and concern for the Archdiocese and its faithful.  

ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE 
OF NORTH AMERICA 

His Eminence 
The Most Reverend 

Metropolitan JOSEPH 

Archbishop of New York and 
Metropolitan of 

All North America 
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Having maintained a personal principle throughout my life to 
“never allow anything to hurt the church”, I see that the church is indeed 
in serious peril. It is my hope that my decision to remove myself 
will spare the Archdiocese and its faithful from any further 
unnecessary burdens, attacks from evil doers and potential 
financial damage. 

His Beatitude and I have served God and His holy church together 
for decades. Since the time we were seminarians, we’ve shared a 
mutual respect and admiration for one another. While we haven’t 
always agreed on every issue in the life of the church, ultimately in 
the end, we supported each other for the benefit of the church. To 
quote His Beatitude from our meetings last week, “I have never 
doubted you and believe in you fully”. This, along with the protection of 
the Mother of God who has always been by my side, has brought 
me great comfort and consolation. God has placed upon me the 
greatest cross and spiritual challenge of my life. I accept it with joy 
as I deeply believe it is for my salvation. 
 
I pray that God will continue to protect this Archdiocese as a safe 
haven for all our beloved Bishops, Clergy and faithful. This is the 
hour for us to stand in unity and strength, undivided and 
unshaken. To my flock I pledge, that while it may be difficult for 
you to understand in this moment, it is not the end.  
I will never abandon you and I will continue to pray for you. But 
now, I ask your prayers, trust, understanding and support as I take 
these steps which I believe are in the best interest of the church. 
Rest assured that God’s desire for us all will prevail and that in His 
time and for His purpose, the truth will be revealed. This is how 
God strengthens us and calls on us to trust in Him. 
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To all those who have falsely accused me by word, thought, or 
deed, without evidence, whether intentionally or unintentionally,  
I forgive you. May God be merciful in His judgment upon all of 
us. Now, let us go forth in peace. 
 

In His Service, 

 
+JOSEPH 
Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of all North America 
 
 
 


