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St. Thomas Orthodox Church
A Parish of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

To our visitors…
Welcome! We hope your time with us is healing and worshipful. Please 

note that, although we have much respect for other Christian traditions, 
Holy Communion is reserved for properly prepared members of the 

Orthodox faith. Everyone is invited to partake of the blessed bread after 
the conclusion of the Liturgy. May God’s blessing be upon you!

https://www.antiochian.org


Hymns in Today’s Liturgy

Resurectional Apolytikion (Tone 6)
When Mary stood at Thy grave, looking for Thy sacred body, angelic powers 
shone above Thy revered tomb; and the soldiers who were to keep guard 
became as dead men. Thou led Hades captive and wast not tempted thereby. 
Thou didst meet the Virgin and didst give life to the world, O Thou, Who art 
risen from the dead, O Lord, glory to Thee.

Apolytikion of the Forefeast of the Entrance of the Theotokos 
(Tone 4)
By blossoming forth the only Ever-virgin as fruit, today holy Anna doth betroth 
us all unto joy, instead of our former grief; on this day she doth fulfill her vows 
to the Most High, leading her with joy into the Lord’s holy temple, who truly is 
the temple and pure Mother of God the Word.

Apolytikion of St. Thomas (Tone 3)
O Holy Apostle Thomas, intercede with the merciful God to grant to our souls 
forgiveness of sins.

Kontakion of the Forefeast of the Entrance of the Theotokos 
(Tone 4)
The whole world is filled today with joy and gladness on the Theotokos’ 
auspicious and resplendent feast, whereon with great voice it crieth out: The 
heavenly tabernacle is she in truth.

Epistle

Ephesians 2:4–10
Brethren, God, being rich in mercy, through His great love with which He loved 
us, even when we were dead through the trespasses, made us alive together 
with Christ—by grace you are saved—and raised us up together with Him, and 
made us to sit together with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in 
the coming ages He would show the exceeding riches of His grace, in kindness 
toward us, in Christ Jesus. For by grace you are saved through faith, and that 
is not of yourselves: it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. 
For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.

https://iocc.org/


Gospel

Luke 12:16–21
The Lord spoke this parable: “The land of a rich man brought forth plentifully; 
and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my 
crops?’ And he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns, and build larger 
ones; and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my 
soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; take your ease, eat, 
drink, be merry.’ But God said to him, ‘Fool!  This night your soul is required 
of you; and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ So is he who 
lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.” As He said this, Jesus 
called out, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”

Synaxarion
On 20 November, in the Holy Orthodox Church, we prepare for the Feast of 
the Entrance of the Theotokos into the Holy of Holies, and commemorate our 
righteous father Gregory of Decapolis.

Even after death, round about thee is a paling: 
the grace of God, O Gregory, divine and living. 

On the twentieth, Gregory was called to the wide welkin.
Gregory was born in Isaurian Decapolis of prominent and devout parents, 
Sergius and Mary. After he had completed his schooling, his parents desired 
that he marry, but he fled to the wilderness and was tonsured a monk. He lived 
in various places: Byzantium, Rome and on Mount Olympus. Wherever he 
was, he amazed men by his asceticism and miracles. At times a heavenly light 
illumined Gregory and angels of God appeared to him. He lived a long and 
God-pleasing life and died peacefully in the ninth century in Constantinople, 
his soul taking up its abode in the joy of his Lord.
On this day, we also commemorate Proclos, patriarch of Constantinople; and 
Wonderworker Sozomen of Cyprus. By their intercessions, O Christ God, have 
mercy upon us. Amen.

https://iocc.org/get-updated/press-release/iocc-marks-30th-year-of-service


☎ : +1(712)258-7166
📧: info@stthomassiouxcity.org
🌐: https://stthomassiouxcity.org

✉: PO Box 1042 
1100 Jones St 
Sioux City IA 51102-1042

Upcoming Events

Monday
Orthros & Divine Liturgy 
for the Entrance of the 
Theotokos

08:30 St. Thomas

Tuesday Paraklesis 18:00 Holy Trinity
Wednesday Daily Vespers 18:00 St. Thomas

Friday Orthros & Divine Liturgy 
for St. Katherine 08:30 Holy Trinity

Saturday Great Vespers 18:00 St. Thomas

We will stream services live and post updates on our Facebook page, on 
our Twitter feed, and on our YouTube channel.

Through emergency response, education, job opportunities, 
and more, your gifts to IOCC help people facing natural and 

man-made disasters by offering hope for a better future.
Learn more and get involved: iocc.org/takeaction

INTERNATIONAL 
ORTHODOX 

CHRISTIAN CHARITIES 
is your means of reaching around 

the world with Christ’s love. 

/@ioccrelief
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