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To our visitors…
Welcome! We hope your time with us is healing and worshipful. Please 

note that, although we have much respect for other Christian traditions, 
Holy Communion is reserved for properly prepared members of the 

Orthodox faith. Everyone is invited to partake of the blessed bread after 
the conclusion of the Liturgy. May God’s blessing be upon you!

https://www.antiochian.org


Hymns in Today’s Liturgy

Resurectional Apolytikion (Tone 1)
While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the soldiers were guarding Thy 
most pure body, Thou didst arise on the third day, O Savior, granting life to the 
world. For which cause the heavenly powers cried aloud unto Thee, O giver of 
life. Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ, glory to Thy kingdom, glory to Thy 
providence, O Thou Who alone art the lover of mankind.

Apolytikion of the Forefathers (Tone 2)
Thou hast justified by faith the ancient Forefathers, and through them Thou 
hast gone before and betrothed unto Thyself the Church of the Gentiles. Let 
the saints, therefore, take pride in glory; for from their seed sprouted forth a 
noble fruit, and it was she who gave birth to Thee without seed. Wherefore, by 
their pleadings, O Christ God, save our souls.

Apolytikion of St. Thomas (Tone 3)
O Holy Apostle Thomas, intercede with the merciful God to grant to our souls 
forgiveness of sins.

Kontakion of the Preparation of Christ’s Nativity (Tone 3)
On this day, the Virgin cometh to the cave to give birth to God the Word 
ineffably, Who was before all the ages. Dance for joy, O earth, on hearing the 
gladsome tidings; with the Angels and the shepherds now glorify Him Who is 
willing to be gazed on as a young Child Who before the ages is God.

Epistle

Colossians 3:4–11
Brethren, when Christ, Who is our life, appears, then you also will appear 
with him in glory. Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: fornication, 
impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. On account 
of these, the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience. In these 
you once walked, when you lived in them. But now put them all away: anger, 
wrath, malice, slander, and foul talk from your mouth. Do not lie to one 
another, seeing that you have put off the old nature with its practices and 
have put on the new nature, which is being renewed in knowledge after the 
image of its Creator. Here there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcised and 
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all, and in 
all.

Donation envelopes for Christmas poinsettias 
are on the table in the back of the nave.



Gospel

Luke 14:16–24
The Lord spoke this parable: “A man once gave a great banquet, and invited 
many; and at the time for the banquet he sent his servant to say to those who 
had been invited, ‘Come; for all is now ready.’ But, one by one, they all began 
to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a field, and I must go 
out and see it; I pray you, have me excused.’ And another said, ‘I have bought 
five yoke of oxen, and I go to examine them; I pray you, have me excused.’ 
And another said, ‘I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.’ So 
the servant came and reported this to his master. Then the householder in 
anger said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, 
and bring in the poor and maimed and blind and lame.’ And the servant said, 
‘Sir, what you commanded has been done, and still there is room.’ And the 
master said to the servant, ‘Go out to the highways and hedges, and compel 
people to come in, that my house may be filled. For I tell you, none of those 
men who were invited shall taste my banquet.’ For many are called, but few 
are chosen.”

Synaxarion
On 11 December, in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate our 
Venerable Fathers Daniel the Stylite; and Luke the New Stylite of Chalcedon.
On this day we celebrate the Sunday of the Holy Forefathers (Ancestors) of our 
Lord Jesus.

Receive joy, O Forefathers which lived aforetime, 
As now ye behold at hand Christ the Messiah. 

Be glad, O Abraham, for thou art shown to be the forefather of Christ.
We remember all the holy Patriarchs of the Old Testament who prefigured 
or foretold Christ: Adam the first Father, Enoch, Melchizedek, Abraham, the 
friend of God, Isaac, the fruit of the Promise, Jacob and the twelve patriarchs. 
We then commemorate those who lived under the Law: Moses, Aaron, Joshua, 
Samuel, David, and the Prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel; the twelve 
minor prophets; Elijah, Elisha, Zachariah, and John the Baptist; and finally 
the Virgin Mary, the intermediary between mankind and her divine Son. 
Indeed, the Lord Jesus did not come to abolish the Law and the Prophets, 
but to redeem humanity which bemoaned the weight of evil since Adam; to 
realize the promise made to Abraham; to change the Law of Fear into the Law 
of Love; and to give Resurrection and Life to mankind. This feast prepares us 
for the Nativity of Jesus Christ, placing before us the anticipation and hope for 
His coming among us.
By the intercessions of Thy Saints, O God, have mercy upon us. Amen.



☎ : +1(712)258-7166
📧: info@stthomassiouxcity.org
🌐: https://stthomassiouxcity.org

✉: PO Box 1042 
1100 Jones St 
Sioux City IA 51102-1042

Upcoming Events

Monday
Orthros & Divine Liturgy for 
St. Spyridon 08:30 Holy Trinity

Funeral for Scott Swanson 11:00 St. Thomas
Tuesday Paraklesis 18:00 Holy Trinity
Wednesday Daily Vespers 18:00 St. Thomas
Saturday Great Vespers 18:00 St. Thomas

We will stream services live and post updates on our Facebook page, on our 
Twitter feed, and on our YouTube channel.

mailto:info%40stthomassiouxcity.org?subject=Information%2C%20please
https://stthomassiouxcity.org
https://www.facebook.com/St.ThomasOrthodoxChurchSC/
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIkvjWIH3zMELHkelZ36kRA
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