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Scan this code with your 
smartphone to access 

your own personalized 
church Web page!

Our Mission

Growing in compassion, mercy, and love with a foundation in Christ

Weekly Schedule

Sundays Orthros & Divine Liturgy 09:00

Wednesdays Daily Vespers 18:00

Saturdays Great Vespers 18:00

December Birthdays

2 Dick Stevens 12 Jason Stevens

2 Sue Stevens 22 Maksim Stevens

8 Jill Kirwan 25 Theresa Muhe

11 Daniel Kirwin

If your birthday is in December but is not listed here, please let Fr. Peter so know we can update our 
records.

https://stthomassiouxcity.churchtrac.com
https://stthomassiouxcity.churchtrac.com
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The Child and Aging Adults
Society’s concern for senior citizens these days is certainly justifiable and praiseworthy. We see and 
hear of so many dire cases around us that at times we even forget that aging is not synonymous with 
misery. We must be reminded of the healing power of sympathy and understanding, albeit instinctive and 
spontaneous. We must be reminded that help and consideration from an irrepressible young soul, or a 
child’s loving smile and hug, can pull an unhappy, grumpy oldster out of his abject doldrums and longing 
for a quick resolution to life.

At a recent meeting, I spoke of this very important and vital relationship between the generations. Later, 
one of our church leaders told me about an unforgettable experience of his own in Florida. Nearby his 
church, there is a typical adult home where several of his parishioners reside. One pleasant autumn 
day, he rounded up a group of amiable children from his parish and drew their attention to the lonely 
figures living there and their need for some input from outside. At first, he took the youngsters only for 
short visits but, before very long, friendships began to form between the generations. Both sides began 
to wait for the visits and cherish them. They would pair off, or make small groups and chat, play gin 
rummy, checkers, or even chess, or just sit together and look at a favorite program on TV. This was 
companionship, devotion, and concern for each other.

Thanksgiving came along and Father suggested that the youngsters might want to start making Christmas 
presents for their special new “pals” and an extra one for somebody missed in the “count.”

The children responded enthusiastically and the commotion and 
excitement of these budding Santa Clauses was a joy to see and 
hear. Glue, colored construction paper, scotch tape, staples, finger 
paints, and scissors went into full-speed operation. There was no 
time for nonsense or mischief; it was Christian love in its sterling 
state. Christmas Eve came and Father took the children with their 
presents to the adult home that was so familiar to them by now. It 
was agreed that as they went through the corridors, a child was to 
drop into each room, distributing the gaily wrapped presents to the 
residents in turn. All proceeded with appropriate decorum — “one 
present at a time.” Then suddenly one irrepressible (and always generous) lad grabbed six packages and 
dashed ahead to present them to several persons sitting patiently at the end of the long, dismal hall. What 
Father saw this, he ran after Johnnie, preparing a stern rebuke. But, when he caught up with the returning 
culprit, Johnnie was smiling radiantly, and behind him huddled several happy persons opening gifts with 
exclamations and tears of deep joy.

“Johnnie, why didn’t you wait your turn? — one by one, I said.”

“But Father, I simply couldn’t wait my turn! I wanted them all to be happy at once!” Johnnie replied, 
on the verge of tears. “I just couldn’t stand having them wait over there… and look so very, very sad! I 
wanted everyone to be happy! HAPPY!”

Father’s scolding was never delivered. This child’s spontaneous eruption of love and kindness was so 
beautiful and truly Christian that the question of disobedience vanished.

This episode brings out the tremendous good that can be generated by thoughtful guidance of children in 
dealing with the elderly, infirm, and neglected. There is a natural affinity between these generations and 
it can be made profoundly meaningful and lasting. For aging adults, children are intrinsically the most 
precious of gifts and a vision of continuity. For children and young teenagers, the aged are a source of 
love, knowledge, and wisdom who afford a sense of history — religious, ethnic, familial, and social. Both 
generations cherish this relationship.

Dr. Ludmilla B. Turkevich
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St. Thomas on the Internet
Check out our Web site at https://stthomassiouxcity.org as well as our other pages:

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/St.ThomasOrthodoxChurchSC/

Siouxland Orthodox Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/689850188457371/
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/sathorch/
SoundCloud: https://soundcloud.com/sathorch
Twitter: https://twitter.com/sathorch
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIkvjWIH3zMELHkelZ36kRA

In Memoriam

Remembering those who reposed in the months of December: 

Harold E. Saltzman, Mike Skaff, Faith L. Kay, John E. Hanna, Jr., Max Bekish, E. William Pape, 
Nick G. Margeas, Peter Langlois, Mose Yanney, Verdean G. (Beanie) Corey, Alexander Kott, 

Victor Voloshen, Genevieve G. Johnson, Margaret J. Kott, Jerry Abdo

Ladies Club

The next Ladies Club meeting will be Tuesday, 2023-01-03 at the Glen Oaks by Broadmoor office, 
3800 Glen Oaks Blvd, 51104.

https://stthomassiouxcity.org
https://www.facebook.com/St.ThomasOrthodoxChurchSC/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/689850188457371/
https://www.instagram.com/sathorch/
https://soundcloud.com/sathorch
https://twitter.com/sathorch
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIkvjWIH3zMELHkelZ36kRA
https://www.antiochian.org/dashboard?name=Antiochian%20Orthodox%20Christian%20Women%20of%20North%20America
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Message From the Parish Council Chairman
As our year winds down, there are many reasons for the St Thomas Community to be thankful for what 
we have accomplished and optimistic looking forward.  It looks as though we have met our budget for 
2022 and will not need to use any savings to meet our operating and building needs.  This is due the 
generosity of our members and financial management of the Parish Council.  Besides meeting our operating 
needs, we also were able to accomplish several maintenance projects to keep our church building in good 
condition.  

The Ladies Club managed a wonderful fatayer sale and netted over $1000 for their outreach projects.  It 
was a terrific day let by Judy Stevens with help from folks inside and outside our parish. Everything went 
very smoothly and the fatayer were delicious.

In October, we held a Fellowship Dinner for members and selected guests.  The menu featured our ethnic 
fare that we have made in this church for over 100 years.  Most importantly, we had an amazing week 
of prep with loads of volunteers who not only prepared the dishes, but had a fantastic time interacting 
with each other.  It was truly inspiring.  Although it wasn’t our goal to raise funds, we netted over $1200 
from the dinner.

The Parish Council wishes to express our sincere appreciation to all who have participated in this year’s 
Stewardship Campaign.  We received responses from over 90% of our active members.  This is truly 
amazing and a testament to the wonderful commitment our parish community has to St Thomas.  With 
the total of the pledges we received, we were able to formulate a draft budget for 2023 which will be 
very close to this year’s numbers.  This is so important for our continued ability to fund a full-time priest, 
perform the routine maintenance that is required and meet our obligations to the Archdiocese of North 
America and the Diocese of Wichita and Mid-America.  For the fourth consecutive year, we have not 
reached into our savings, which is very important for our future.  

On Sunday January 8th after Liturgy, we will have our Annual Parish Meeting.  I hope all of you will 
attend.  Reports from our committees will be presented and a vote for the budget will be on the agenda.  
Also, we hope to present candidates for the open Parish Council positions.  If you are interested in 
serving, please let Father Peter or myself know.

Please pray for our congregation and the future of this parish.

Frank Brienzo

SStteewwaarrddsshhiipp  CCaammppaaiiggnn  RReeppoorrtt

Thank you to each of you who made a generous financial pledge for 2023. 

The amount pledged is 10% higher than last year.

Our income in 2022 covered our expenses in spite of higher utility bills.

Again, we appreciate your commitment to St. Thomas Orthodox Church.

God Bless You in every way!

The Parish Council
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Parish Council Meeting 2022-12-07
6:45 pm Meeting called to order

Members present: Fr. Peter, Frank B, Judy S, Pete, George S Jr. Julie K

Judy S made motion made to approve last meeting’s minutes and Committee Reports. George S seconded. 
Motion carried

Pastors Report:  Fr. Peter will be traveling to Texas for the convention to select a new Metropolitan on 
January 13th.  John H will do a typica service on Sunday January 15th in Fr. Peter’s absence.  

Funeral for Scott Swanson will be at St. Thomas on Monday, December 12th. 

Fr. Peter met with Catholic Priests for community networking.

Mark calendars for future Archdiocese Conf in Scottsdale, AZ, and PLC in Dallas 

Jerry S has made 4 trips to Food Bank with donated items from Parish. 

Treasurer Report: Stewardship Status: 28 active pledges, 1 inactive pledge: Total Pledges: $98,500.00

Pledges are up 10% from last year. Non-pledgers give when they attend Liturgy.

Pete would like to thank everyone who has generously pledged. 

Maintenance Report: Basement baseboard by humidifier will be replaced on Thursday, December 8th. 

Ladies Club: No new projects scheduled at this time. Next meeting January 3rd, 2023.

Discussions: Annual parish Meeting January 8th after liturgy. Meeting will be offered on line by using 
Zoom or another source.

Frank wondered if we wanted to divert a total of $ 600.00 from the benevolent fund to support Hannah 
Valentine’s Mission in 2023. Fr. Peter moves to accept and Judy S. seconds. Motion carried. 

Pete moved to amend the parish constitution to allow only one person per household to serve on the parish 
council at the same time; Frank seconded. Judy moved to amend the amendment to clarify “household” 
by adding the words “(at the same address)”; Fr. Peter seconded. Judy’s amendment passed 3-1. The 
amended main motion then passed 3-1.

Next parish council meeting will be immediately following the annual parish meeting.

Fr. Peter moved to adjourn. Judy seconded.

Fr. Peter closed with prayer. 
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Maintenance Committee Update 12/7/2022

Projects:

Project Original Estimate Actual Cost to Building Fund

New boilers $30000 $30375

Fix radiators $1625 $1625.37 + $810

Install new water softener $1500 $1405

Electrical $1500 estimate $2000. Thrasher pd $3700.

Plumbing $1500 estimate $611.49

Piers $20000 $16249

Foam injection $1215 $1215

Nave $13675 $1874

Basement Floor $41200 Donated

Rewrap pipes $8905 $8905

Strip section of pipe $151 Donated

Spray parking lots and 
sidewalks for weed control

$200 Donated

Reattach kitchen equipment $1000 $500

Replace chiller pump $4700 $5000

Water shutoff value $500 $324

Retaining wall $14781 Not funded

Front steps temporary repair $700 $700

Finish entrance and steps $2200 $2600. Complete.

Sidewalks $1700 $1700

Misc. work in basement $500 $650

Cleaning kitchen $1080 donated

Replace tiles $500 $100 donated

Paint kitchen $1000 $880

Fix walls in stairwell and choir 
loft

$8000 - $10000 $10000

Fix sink hole next to sidewalk $0 Donated by Tyler Dettmer and 
City of Sioux City

Roof panels blew off in storm $1600 $1500

Fix wall on stage No bids Not funded

De-humidifier for basement $2000 $2000

Resurface parking lots $11215 Not funded

Railings $2600 $2700 with tax

Hang light in alcove Randy No cost

Repair floor under de-humidifier Randy No cost

Hang doors in board room Randy Done

Fix wall and paint Priest’s office Randy Done

Freezer not working properly No bid On hold

Dishwasher soap bad solenoid No bid On hold
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Treasurer’s Report – November 2022

Income

2022 Pledges 2,839.21

Fellowship 375.00

Miscellaneous 439.95

Other Donations 50.00

Other Income 0.00

Total Income $4,768.06

Expenses

401 Maintenance -355.54

402 Lawn & Snow 0.00

403 Education 0.00

404 Internet -160.26

406 Trash Pick-Up 0.00

407 Insurance on Church Property -1,515.50

408 Church Utilities -797.39

409 General Expenses -886.61

410 Office Expense -449.98

411 Copier & Copy Expense -91.43

412 Benevolence -500.00

413 Transfer between Accounts -354.00

416 Travel and Conferences -500.00

417 Outreach/Fellowship -687.74

431 Priest Base Salary -2,650.00

432 Priest Cell Phone -100.00

433 Priest Health Insurance -800.00

434 Priest Life Insurance -135.00

436 Priest IRA -200.00

437 Priest Medical Expense 0.00

438 Priest Auto Allowance -400.00

439 Priest Auto Insurance -50.00

440 Priest SS & Medicare -750.00

441 Priest Housing & Utilities -1,050.00

442 DOWAMA

451 Archdiocesan Assessment 0.00

460 Online Fees 0.00

Total Expenses -$11,563.45

Net -$6,815.13


