
 
 

“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch” (Acts 11: 26) 
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December 11, 2022 

Beloved Brother Hierarchs, Reverend Clergy, and Christ-Loving Faithful, 

On this holy Sunday of the Forefathers of Christ, I send warm greetings to you from His Beatitude 
Patriarch John X, Patriarch of Antioch and all the East, father of fathers and shepherd of 
shepherds, in the name of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Today we gratefully recognize all our dedicated and faithful church musicians and take a moment 
to reflect on their essential contribution to our church life. The beauty and sweetness of their 
music carry our hearts beyond mundane preoccupations to the contemplation of heavenly and 
eternal truths. The spirit and strength of their singing fill us with zeal for God and boldness in 
seeking His Kingdom.  

It is written in the Psalms, “Blessed is the people who know the festal shout. O Lord, they will 
walk in the light of Thy countenance and will exult in Thy name all day long and will be lifted up 
by Thy righteousness” (88:16–17). The hymns sung by our choirs and chanters are not merely 
pleasant tunes but festal shouts of courage and victory. As these hymns fill our hearts and our 
lives, they inspire us to live boldly for God in each moment, proclaiming our loyalty to Him 
without embarrassment and being led by Him into a life of holiness. 

On this Musician Appreciation Sunday, we extend heartfelt thanks to Ms. Mareena Boosamra-Ball 
and all the members of our archdiocesan Department of Sacred Music for their tireless efforts in 
support of this holy ministry. And we gratefully honor the dedication of all the choir directors, 
chanters, and choir members in parishes throughout the archdiocese, who faithfully present their 
time and talents, week after week, as priceless gifts to Christ and His Church. 

Wishing you and your families—in the name of His Beatitude Patriarch John X and on my 
behalf—a blessed remainder of the fast and a joyous Feast of the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
I remain, 

Yours in Christ, 
XMetropolitan ANTONIOS 
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