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Scan this code with your 
smartphone to access 

your own personalized 
church Web page!

Our Mission

Growing in compassion, mercy, and love with a foundation in Christ

Weekly Schedule

Sundays Orthros & Divine Liturgy 09:00

Wednesdays Daily Vespers 18:00

Saturdays Great Vespers 18:00

January Birthdays

1 Sneha Virippil 19 Manoj Virippil

10 Milo Headid 19 Jason Brodie

15 Abigail Suhr 30 Carol Border-Stone

16 Kristy Headid

If your birthday is in January but is not listed here, please let Fr. Peter so know we can update our 
records.

https://stthomassiouxcity.churchtrac.com
https://stthomassiouxcity.churchtrac.com
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2022 Rector’s Report
2021 was a challenging but rewarding year. With regard to extra-Eucharistic sacraments, we had:

• 0 baptisms

• 0 chrismations

• 0 weddings

• 2 funerals

Our attendance on Sundays has generally been 15-25 in the pews while, at weekday Liturgies, there are 
often only 2 or 3 in the pews. 

Financially, we had a small surplus in operating income but our savings account dropped by 22%. The 
amount pledged for 2023 compared to 2022 is up by 9% while the number of pledging units (families) 
remained the same.

Much of what I said in last year’s report remains true but I believe we have made small but significant 
progress in the past twelve months. We must continue to turn our focus outward toward our neighbors 
while continuing our efforts to make St. Thomas the kind of loving, caring community of which others 
will want to be a part. Only by doing so can we ensure a future for St. Thomas.

Fr. Peter

2022 Financial Report
Operating Results
Income 2022 $117,863.52

Expenses 2022 -$118,828.36

Net -$964.84

Other Income $1,829.81

Net $864.97

Operating Account
2022-01-01 Balance $22,819.36

2022-12-31 Balance $23,684.33

Net $864.97

In and Out Account
2022-01-01 Balance $0.00

2022-12-31 Balance $0.00

Building Fund
2022-01-01 Balance $3,452.34

Income 2022 $12,247.56

Transfer From Operating $2,000.00

Expenses 2022 -$17,696.41

2022-12-31 Balance $3.49

Savings Account
2022-01-01 Balance $33,738.12

2022-12-31 Balance $26,152.00

Net -$7,586.12
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St. Thomas on the Internet
Check out our Web site at https://stthomassiouxcity.org as well as our other pages:

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/St.ThomasOrthodoxChurchSC/

Siouxland Orthodox Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/689850188457371/
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/sathorch/
SoundCloud: https://soundcloud.com/sathorch
Twitter: https://twitter.com/sathorch
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIkvjWIH3zMELHkelZ36kRA

In Memoriam

Remembering those who reposed in the months of January: 

Ferris Abdallah, Sadie Haddad, Philip David, Abe David, Mary David, Hanna Ellis, Antonse Gebran, 
George Butrous, Sadie Skaff, Eva Jakes, Alexander Krivolsopich, Merlin Sellers, George E. Yanney, 

Mrs. Snoura Gosen, Della Bosrich, Millord Carl Miller, Galley D. Murad, Edwin L. Swanson, 
Inda C. Kazos Webber, Bessie Miller, Granville N. Westfall, Michael A. Corey, Victor Ferris, 
William T. Rice, Robert Corey, Jamelia J. Ellis, Mary A. Stevens, Alexander G. Antonovich, 

Patricia Baker, Nina C. Sweeney, Mary Jean Mann, Nellie Skaff, Nina Baker, Lidiya Cherkas, 
LeRoy Yanney, Madonna Antonovich, David J. Koury

2022 Ladies’ Club Report

The Ladies of St. Thomas have been apprehensive in getting back to our normal after Covid. We have 
quarterly meetings instead of monthly.

This year we paid our NAB dues along with a contribution to our NAB project in the amount of $l,l00. 
We gave $300 to the Treehouse Poject in Wichita, KS, which helps new mothers keep their babies rather 
than abort. We also gave $1,200 to the benevolent fund, and paid for the repair of the fridge downstairs.

We hope to purchase new rugs for the altar and curtains for the board room and Father’s office along with 
the basement and other rooms upstairs. 

We did have a Fatayeh sale, which was the first project we have had in a long time. The gross profit was 
$l,696 but our expenses put the net profit at $l,260.46.

We hope to have more sales and events in the future. God bless.

Judy Stevens

https://stthomassiouxcity.org
https://www.facebook.com/St.ThomasOrthodoxChurchSC/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/689850188457371/
https://www.instagram.com/sathorch/
https://soundcloud.com/sathorch
https://twitter.com/sathorch
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIkvjWIH3zMELHkelZ36kRA
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2022 Parish Council Chairman’s Report
As we leave 2022 and look forward to the next year, there are many reasons for the St. Thomas Parish 
Community to be thankful for what we have accomplished and optimistic looking forward. For the 
fourth consecutive year, our church community has met its financial obligations without dipping into 
our savings. We have 31 active families at St. Thomas and remarkably, we received 28 pledges for nearly 
$100,000 of projected income for our 2023 budget. The generosity of our Parish Community is truly 
amazing. With this commitment, the Parish Council is able to present a balanced budget for 2023.

Besides meeting our operating needs in 2022, we also were able to accomplish several maintenance projects 
to keep our church building in good condition. A list of those projects is included in the Maintenance 
Report. Unfortunately, our grant application to the Missouri River Historic Development (MRHD) was 
not approved so we were not able to resurface the parking lots or repair the retaining wall in the alley on 
the north side of our property. These are two projects we need to accomplish in 2023 which will require 
about $25,000. Currently, they are not funded.

For our worshippers who live outside the area or are not able to travel to church, we continue to stream our 
services. After our initial investment in the equipment, the cost is minimal and provides the opportunity 
to stay connected to the Orthodox faith and St. Thomas Church. We plan to continue this service in 2023.

During 2022 we were able to continue our after-Liturgy Coffee Hour which provides our members and 
visitors the opportunity to meeting and interact. At St. Thomas we do a wonderful job of introducing 
ourselves to visitors and making them feel welcome. We instituted a formal Visitor Card so we can receive 
pertinent information from our visitors and allow us to follow up with additional communication.

In July, the Parish Council participated in a workshop provided by the Orthodox Christian Leadership 
Initiative. Hollie Benton, the Executive Director, led the workshop and helped us develop a new mission 
statement: Growing in compassion, mercy and love, with a foundation in Christ. We have had an additional 
conference call with Hollie in November to discuss the various missions in our church and confirm they 
are consistent with our overall mission. We plan additional work with Hollie to help manage our parish 
and change that lies ahead for us.

In October, we hosted a Fellowship Dinner for our members and selected guests. The menu was our 
traditional Syrian fare served in a sit-down family style. It was marvelous to host our members as well 
as several families that are not regular attendees in a celebration of our past, present and future. Even 
more satisfying were the interactions during the prep week sessions that attracted incredible numbers of 
volunteers for evenings of accomplishment and social interaction. 

The biggest negative for our parish in 2022 was the suspension of our Sunday School due to the lack of 
young people who were interested in attending. We tried to provide the material to parents with the hope 
that they could do a homeschool type of process to teach our young people the basics of our faith and the 
scriptures. Unfortunately, it was not very well received which very concerning for our future. This issue 
requires more effort in 2023. Any input would be greatly appreciated.

Finally, on a personal note, I am so very grateful to have served as the Chairman of the Parish Council 
this past year. I only pray that in the coming year, we work together to continue to make St. Thomas a 
vibrant and growing parish community where we can worship our Lord and practice the Orthodox faith 
as our founders envisioned.

Frank Brienzo
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2022 Maintenance Committee Report
We are pleased to report in 2022 many projects were completed to maintain the condition of our church 
property. With the exception of two projects that are not funded, we were able to perform all maintenance 
and up keep within our operating budget and the remainder of our building fund. The table below 
actually lists projects that were completed in the last two years for your reference. In the last three years, 
we have spent approximately $150,000 in maintenance and improvements to our church property.

The highlights for 2022 are:

  1. Restoration of the stairwell walls to the choir loft which was partially funded by the Jacobs Family.

  2. Addition of two de-humidifiers to control moisture in the stairwell and fellowship hall.

  3. Fix of a sink hole on our parking on the west side of our sidewalk.

  4. Restoration of the front steps to our church including refurbishment of the railings.

  5. Repair of roof tiles that blew off in a storm.

  6. Repair of a crack in the Priest’s office. Repainting and hanging of doors in Board Room. 

  7. New blinds in Board Room and kitchen.

  8. Restoration of chandelier in north alcove of Nave.

  9. Tuck point sections of bell tower. 

Project Original Estimate Actual Cost to Building Fund

New boilers $30000 $30375

Fix radiators $1625 $1625.37 + $810

Install new water softener $1500 $1405

Electrical repairs $1500 estimate $2000. Thrasher pd $3700.

Plumbing repairs $1500 estimate $611.49

Piers $20000 $16249

Foam injection under kitchen $1215 $1215

Nave Floor $13675 $1874

Basement Floor $41200 Donated

Rewrap pipes $8905 $8905

Strip section of pipe $151 Donated

Spray parking lots and 
sidewalks for weed control

$200 per year Donated

Reattach kitchen equipment $1000 $500

Replace chiller pump $4700 $5000

Water shutoff value $500 $324

Retaining wall $14781 Not funded

Front steps temporary repair $700 $700

Finish entrance and steps $2200 $2600. Complete.

Sidewalk raising $1700 $1700

Misc. work in basement $500 $650

Cleaning kitchen $1080 donated

Replace tiles in kitchen $500 $100 donated

Paint kitchen $1000 $880

Fix walls in stairwell and choir 
loft

$8000 - $10000 $10000

Fix sink hole next to sidewalk $0 Donated by Tyler Dettmer and 
City of Sioux City

Roof panels blew off in storm $1600 $1500

Fix wall on stage No bids Not funded

De-humidifier for basement $2000 $2000

De-humidifier for stairwell $200 donated

Resurface parking lots $11215 Not funded

Railings $2600 $2700 with tax

Hang light in alcove Randy No cost

Repair floor under de-humidifier Randy No cost

Hang doors in board room Randy Done

Fix wall and paint Priest’s office Randy Done

Freezer not working properly No bid On hold

Dishwasher soap bad solenoid No bid On hold



2020 Budget 2020 Actual 2021 Budget 2021 Actual 2022 Budget 2022 Actual 2023 Budget

Expenses

401 Maintenance 2,500 924 1,000 8,839 3,000 3,242 3000

402 Lawn & Snow 1,000 670 1,000 1,102 1,000 515 1000

403 Education 0 662 200 126 0 0 0

404 Internet 1,400 1,783 2,000 2,416 2,000 1,659 1650

405 Housekeeping 2,600 0 2,600 0 0 0 0

406 Trash Pick-Up 540 402 500 457 500 413 500

407 Insurance: Church Property 7,000 6,778 7,000 7,318 8,000 6,480 8000

408 Utililties 10,000 8,400 8,000 9,932 9,600 12,843 13000

409 General Expense 2,000 1,771 1,600 4,266 1,800 4,192 3000

410 Office Expense 1,500 2,188 1,600 2,916 1,800 1,453 1000

411 Copier & Copier Expense 0 1,649 2,000 1,541 1,600 2,114 1600

412 Benevolence 3,700 2,928 7,852 7,881 6,000 6,000 6000

416 Travel & Conferences 5,400 587 1,000 0 5,400 4,163 4000

Subtotal $37,640 $28,742 $36,352 $46,684 $40,700 $43,084 $41,750.00

431 Priest: Base Salary 24,000 24,000 30,000 30,000 31,800 31,800 $34,800.00

432 Priest: Cell Phone 600 600 1,200 1,200 1,200 1,200 1200

433 Priest: Health Insurance 9,600 9,600 9,600 9,600 9,600 9,600 9600

434 Priest: Life Insurance 1,620 945 1,620 1,620 1,620 1,620 1620

436 Priest: IRA 2,400 1,400 2,400 2,400 2,400 2,400 2400

437 Priest: Medical Expenses 2,000 1,333 2,000 2,000 2,000 0 0

438 Priest: Auto Allowance 3,420 3,420 4,800 4,800 4,800 4,800 4800

439 Priest: Auto Insurance Allowance 600 600 600 600 600 600 600

440 Priest: SS & Medicare 2,295 2,295 3,200 2,400 3,000 3,000 3000

441 Priest: Housing Allowance 12,000 12,000 12,600 12,600 12,600 12,600 12600

Subtotal $34,535 $32,193 $38,020 $37,220 $37,820 $37,820 $35,820.00

451 Archdiocesan Assessment 9,626 9,626 7,133 7,153 4,642 3,095 4800

460 DOWAMA 0 900 900 904 900 1,950 1050

Subtotal $9,626 $10,526 $8,033 $8,057 $5,542 $5,045 $5,850.00

Total Expenses $105,801 $95,461 $112,405 $121,961 $115,862 $117,749 $118,220.00


