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Scan this code with your 
smartphone to access 

your own personalized 
church Web page!

Our Mission

Growing in compassion, mercy, and love with a foundation in Christ

Weekly Schedule

Sundays Orthros & Divine Liturgy 09:00

Wednesdays Daily Vespers 18:00

Saturdays Great Vespers 18:00

February Birthdays

9 Jaxson Ameen 16 Carson Kirwan

10 Mike Jacobs 23 Scott Haberer

12 Kane Yanney 26 George Stickney, Sr.

IF your birthday is in February but is not listed here, 
please let Fr. Peter so know we can update our records.

https://stthomassiouxcity.churchtrac.com
https://stthomassiouxcity.churchtrac.com
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A Word on Forgiveness
In her enduring wisdom and love for mankind, the Church provides us with a period of preparation before we enter 
Great Lent. We have passed through the Sundays of Zacchaeus, the Publican and the Pharisee, the Last Judgment, 
and now finally we look towards the Sunday which commemorates the expulsion of Adam from Paradise.

In each of these preparatory Sundays, forgiveness is at the heart of the Gospel message. In his great zeal to meet 
the Lord, Zacchaeus confessed his sins and repented by giving back four-fold his ill-gotten gains. The publican asks 
for forgiveness through his heartfelt “have mercy upon me, a sinner.” The Sunday of the Last Judgment reminds us 
that Christ will judge us according to the extent that we were merciful and forgiving of others. Finally, Forgiveness 
Sunday recalls Adam’s sin and more importantly, his unwillingness to ask for forgiveness. Reflecting upon this 
ancestral sin, Abba Dorotheos writes:

Again, after his fall, God gave him an occasion to repent and to receive mercy, but he kept his stiff neck 
held high. He came to him and said ‘”Adam, Where are you?’”instead of saying “What glory you have 
left and what dishonor you have arrived at?” After that, He asked him “Why did you sin? Why did 
you transgress the commandment?’” By asking these questions, He wanted to give him the opportunity 
to say, “Forgive me.” However, he did not ask for forgiveness. There was no humility, there was no 
repentance, but indeed the opposite.1

The ability to ask for forgiveness and to forgive others is at the heart of the spiritual life. There can be no spiritual 
growth without these two components. In Saint Matthew’s Gospel, the Lord tells His disciples, “For with what 
judgment you judge, you will be judged; and with the measure you use, it will be measured back to you”2

Great Lent is a period of grace given to us to demonstrate in concrete actions and words our forgiveness of others 
who have wronged us. Our father among the saints, the righteous John of Kronstadt, is quoted as saying:

Imagine, picture the multitude of your sins and imagine how tolerant of them is the Master of your 
life, while you are unwilling to forgive your neighbor even the smallest offense. Moan and bewail your 
foolishness, and that obstruction within you will vanish like smoke, you will think more clearly, your 
heart will grow calm, and through this you will learn goodness, as if not you yourself had heard the 
reproaches and indignities, but some other person entirely, or a shadow of yourself.3

Pride is at the root of our unwillingness to forgive. We may protest by saying that our unwillingness to forgive is 
justified in some way but the appeal to justice is a two-edged sword. As Saint Paul writes to the Romans, “For all 
have sinned, and come short of the glory of God”4. It is much more profitable spiritually for us to appeal to mercy. 
If we are able to overlook the sins of others and show mercy, mercy will be shown to us as well.

Just as pride is the root of hard-heartedness, humility is the key to forgiveness. Abba Anthony said, “I saw the 
snares that the enemy spreads out over the world, and I said groaning, ‘What can get through from such snares?’ 
Then I heard a voice saying to me, ‘Humility.”’

Our first task during Great Lent and every day of our lives is found in the Gospel: “Therefore if you bring your gift 
to the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar, 
and go your way. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift”5.

If we seek the Lord’s forgiveness, we must forgive our brothers and sisters from our heart. This is the task and the 
opportunity of Great Lent. A blessed fast to you all.

Bp. THOMAS (Joseph) and Peter Schweitzer

1 Practical Teaching on the Christian Life
2 Matthew 7:2
3 Lessons on a Life of Grace
4 Romans 3:23
5 Matthew 5:23-24
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St. Thomas on the Internet
Check out our Web site at https://stthomassiouxcity.org as well as our other pages:

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/St.ThomasOrthodoxChurchSC/

Siouxland Orthodox Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/689850188457371/
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/sathorch/
SoundCloud: https://soundcloud.com/sathorch
Twitter: https://twitter.com/sathorch
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIkvjWIH3zMELHkelZ36kRA

In Memoriam

Remembering those who reposed in the months of February: 

Jamale Nassif, Mike Haddad, Eugene Wayne Butrous, Oscar Joe Risk, Edward Haddad, Mike Bosrich, 
Freda Ness, Lewis David, Joseph Skaff, Mike Bashara, Charles Butrous, James C. Abdo, Sr., 

Christina M. Rice, Emily S. Alberts, George S. Murad, Mary A. Jackson, Lawrence B. Reiling, 
Tillie Helmers, Marian W. Murad, James Yanney, Robert (Bob) Jackson, Lawrence (Larry) Corey

Ladies’ Club

The Ladies of St. Thomas have been apprehensive in getting back to our normal after Covid. We have 
quarterly meetings instead of monthly.

This year we paid our NAB dues along with a contribution to our NAB project in the amount of $l,l00. 
We gave $300 to the Treehouse Poject in Wichita, KS, which helps new mothers keep their babies rather 
than abort. We also gave $1,200 to the benevolent fund, and paid for the repair of the fridge downstairs.

We hope to purchase new rugs for the altar and curtains for the board room and Father’s office along with 
the basement and other rooms upstairs. 

We did have a Fatayeh sale, which was the first project we have had in a long time. The gross profit was 
$l,696 but our expenses put the net profit at $l,260.46.

We hope to have more sales and events in the future. God bless.

Judy Stevens

https://stthomassiouxcity.org
https://www.facebook.com/St.ThomasOrthodoxChurchSC/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/689850188457371/
https://www.instagram.com/sathorch/
https://soundcloud.com/sathorch
https://twitter.com/sathorch
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIkvjWIH3zMELHkelZ36kRA
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Message from the Parish Council Chairman
I am sure we have all been reminded “if it’s not one thing, it’s another.” That almost how I think about 
the utilities in our church building. After all our church as built in the early 50’s so we should expect 
periodic failures. A few weeks ago, two of our ventilator units, one in the Narthex and one in the 
Mother’s Room, sprang unrepairable leaks in the core of the units. This means both must be completely 
replaced. The estimate is nearly $8000. Of course, the Parish Council approved the needed work. We 
really don’t have any choice but to heat those parts of our Sanctuary. The other part of that saga which 
is very disappointing is the lead time for parts is 16 weeks. We have been blessed with some very warm 
weather the past few weeks, so let’s pray that continues. 

Since our Building Fund has only $1000 from the Ladies Club in our account, we are asking if anyone is 
able to help out with this project or has any ideas how we apply for grants to pay for this repair, please 
contact me. 

Mike Antonovich has been very helpful doing projects around the church and we are very appreciative of 
his efforts. This week, we cleaned out a storage room and the stage. Many items that are no longer used 
have been placed on the tables nearest the stage. Please take a look at the items and if you have a use for 
them or know of someone else who may need them, feel free to take them. 

Finally, a huge thank you to Randy Headad for excellent work he has done in Fr Peter’s office and the 
Board Room. It looks much better and we are grateful for his skills and willingness to contribute his labor 
to the church. Also you may know, Randy plows the parking lots and shovels the sidewalks and steps 
after every snow fall. Thank you, Randy. 

Please pray for our congregation and the future of this parish.

Frank Brienzo
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“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch” (Acts 11: 26) 
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Prot. no.: PV055/2023 

February 7, 2023 

To be read from the pulpit and printed in the bulletin. 

Beloved Brother Hierarchs, reverend Clergy, and Christ-loving Faithful, 

Greetings to you in the Name of our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ. 

This week we learned with heavy hearts of the devastation wrought by the powerful earthquake in 
Turkey and Syria. The toll of death and destruction is only slowly coming to light, but it is clear that 
thousands have died and the lives and livelihoods of many have been wrecked. In these moments, as 
our hearts break for our fellow man—especially for our brothers and sisters in the Faith—we feel 
acutely what St. Paul said about the Body of Christ: “When one part suffers, all the parts suffer with 
it” (1 Cor. 12:26). 

Brethren, the same apostle teaches us to share what we have with those who are now in need, knowing 
that a time may come when they can help us. He writes, “It is not that you should be burdened so that 
others might have it easy. Rather, out of equality, your abundance should now go toward their need, 
so that their abundance might someday supply your need, so that there might be equality” (2 Cor. 
8:13–14). This openhearted sharing is an affirmation of our bonds with those now suffering. It is also 
an expression of love, which always takes the burden of the beloved upon one’s own shoulders. 

I call upon all our parishes to collect contributions each Sunday throughout the month of February 
for the relief of those suffering as a result of this earthquake. Immediately after each Sunday, each 
parish should mail a check for the funds collected that Sunday to our archdiocese headquarters and 
email the total amount to Mr. Daniel Nehme at our headquarters (dnehme@antiochian.org), which 
will allow us to distribute the funds more quickly. Individuals can also contribute online at 
antiochian.org/earthquake. We will forward the collected funds to His Beatitude Patriarch John X as 
they come in, as a demonstration of our love, to be distributed through our patriarchal relief agencies 
to those affected by this disaster. 

With love and prayers for you as we approach the holy struggle of Great Lent, I remain, 

Yours in Christ, 
Metropolitan ANTONIOS 
 
 
Metropolitan of Zahle, Baalbek, and Dependencies 
Patriarchal Vicar of New York and All North America 
 

ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE 
OF NORTH AMERICA 
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Treasurer’s Report - January 2023

Income

2023 Pledges 24,763.40

Miscellaneous 425.62

Other Donations 2,050.00

Other Income 0.00

Total Income $27,239.02

Expenses

401 Maintenance 0.00

402 Lawn & Snow -133.75

403 Education 0.00

404 Internet -135.23

406 Trash Pick-Up -144.90

407 Insurance on Church Property -287.00

408 Church Utilities -1,064.10

409 General Expenses -477.19

410 Office Expense -180.00

411 Copier & Copy Expense -91.66

412 Benevolence -1,050.00

413 Transfer between Accounts -1,050.00

416 Travel and Conferences 0.00

431 Priest Base Salary -2,900.00

432 Priest Cell Phone -100.00

433 Priest Health Insurance -800.00

434 Priest Life Insurance -135.00

436 Priest IRA -200.00

437 Priest Medical Expense 0.00

438 Priest Auto Allowance -400.00

439 Priest Auto Insurance -50.00

440 Priest SS & Medicare 0.00

441 Priest Housing & Utilities -1,050.00

442 DOWAMA 0.00

451 Archdiocesan Assessment 0.00

460 Online Fees 0.00

Total Expenses $10,248.83

Net $16,990.19
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2023 Lenten Series
Our Lenten series of potluck suppers 
and educational seminars this year 
will focus on end-of-life planning.

WWeeddnneessddaayy,,  MMaarrcchh  11
AArree  YYoouurr  PPaappeerrss  iinn  OOrrddeerr??

Mike Jacobs, an attorney with Rehan Law Firm in Sioux City, will 
discuss the legal forms such as a last will & testament, a living will, 

powers of attorney, and others we should already have prepared 
before an health emergency or illness occurs.

WWeeddnneessddaayy,,  MMaarrcchh  1155
HHoossppiiccee::  AAnn  IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn

Tammy Thomas-Mahaney of Hospice of Siouxland will speak to us 
about what hospice and palliative care are, when they become 

appropriate, and how they differ from therapeutic care.

WWeeddnneessddaayy,,  MMaarrcchh  2299
PPllaannnniinngg  aa  FFuunneerraall

A representative from Meyer Brothers Funeral Homes will discuss 
what goes into planning a funeral and the many advantages of pre-

need planning.

All sessions will begin at 7:15–7:30 p.m. following that evening’s 
service and will be accompanied by a potluck dinner. Please bring 

your favorite Lenten dish with enough to share!

St. Thomas Orthodox Church
1100 Jones St., Sioux City IA 51105

https://stthomassiouxcity.org


