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To our visitors…
Welcome! We hope your time with us is healing and worshipful. Please 

note that, although we have much respect for other Christian traditions, 
Holy Communion is reserved for properly prepared members of the 

Orthodox faith. Everyone is invited to partake of the blessed bread after 
the conclusion of the Liturgy. May God’s blessing be upon you!

https://www.antiochian.org


Hymns in Today’s Liturgy

Resurrectional Apolytikion (Tone 8)
From the heights Thou didst descend, O compassionate One, and Thou didst 
submit to the three-day burial, that Thou might deliver us from passion; Thou 
art our life and our Resurrection, O Lord, glory to Thee.

Apolytikion of the Archangel Gabriel (Tone 4)
Supreme Commander of the Hosts of the Heavens, we, the unworthy, 
importune and beseech thee that by thy supplications thou encircle us in the 
shelter of the wings of thine immaterial glory; guarding us who now fall down 
and cry to thee with fervor: Deliver us from dangers of all kinds, as the great 
marshal of the heavenly hosts on high.

Apolytikion of St. Thomas (Tone 3)
O Holy Apostle Thomas, intercede with the merciful God to grant to our souls 
forgiveness of sins.

Kontakion of Sundays in Great Lent (Tone 8)
To thee, the Champion Leader, do I offer thanks of victory, O Theotokos, thou 
who hast delivered me from terror; but as thou that hast that power invincible, 
O Theotokos, thou alone can set me free: from all forms of danger free me and 
deliver me, that I may cry unto thee: Hail, O Bride without Bridegroom.

Epistle

Hebrews 6:13–20
Brethren, when God made a promise to Abraham, since He had no one greater 
by whom to swear, He swore by Himself, saying, “Surely I will bless you and 
multiply you.” And thus Abraham, having patiently endured, obtained the 
promise. Men indeed swear by one greater than themselves, and in all their 
disputes an oath is final for confirmation. So when God desired to show more 
convincingly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeable character of His 
purpose, He interposed with an oath. So that through two unchangeable 
things, in which it is impossible that God should prove false, we who have fled 
for refuge might have strong encouragement to seize the hope set before us. 
We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters into 
the inner shrine behind the curtain, where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on 
our behalf, having become a high priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.



Gospel

Mark 9:16–30
At that time, a man came to Jesus, kneeling down and saying unto him, 
“Teacher, I brought my son to you, for he has a dumb spirit. And wherever 
it seizes him, it dashes him down; and he foams and grinds his teeth and 
becomes rigid; and I asked Thy Disciples to cast it out, and they were not able.” 
And Jesus answered them, “O faithless generation, how long am I to be with 
you? How long am I to bear with you? Bring him to Me.” And they brought the 
boy to Him; and when the spirit saw Jesus, immediately it convulsed the boy, 
and he fell on the ground and rolled about, foaming at the mouth. And Jesus 
asked his father, “How long has he had this?” And he said, “From childhood. 
And it has often cast him into the fire and into the water, to destroy him; but if 
Thou canst do anything, have pity on us and help us.” And Jesus said to him, 
“If you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes.” Immediately 
the father of the child cried out and said with tears, “Lord, I believe; help 
my unbelief!” And when Jesus saw that a crowd came running together, he 
rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, “You dumb and deaf spirit, I command 
you, come out of him, and never enter him again.” And after crying out and 
convulsing him terribly, it came out, and the boy was like a corpse; so that 
most of them said, “He is dead.” But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted 
him up, and he arose. And when Jesus had entered the house, His Disciples 
asked Him privately, “Why could we not cast it out?” And Jesus said to them, 
“This kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer and fasting.” They 
went on from there and passed through Galilee. And Jesus would not have 
anyone know it; for He was teaching His Disciples, saying to them, “The Son of 
man will be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill Him; and after 
He is killed, He will rise on the third day.”

Synaxarion
On 26 March, in the Holy Orthodox Church, we take leave of the feast of the 
Annunciation to the Most-holy Theotokos, and we celebrate the Synaxis of the 
Archangel Gabriel, which hath been handed down to us from the most ancient 
times, since he ministered unto the divine, supernal and ineffable Mystery.

O Word, with fitting honor doth all flesh honor 
The fleshless mind who announced Thine Incarnation. 
On the twenty-sixth, Gabriel rouseth creation to hymns.

The Archangel Gabriel is the announcer of the Incarnation of the Son of God 
and the salvation of mankind. He appeared to Zacharias about the birth of 
the Forerunner. Gabriel said of himself, “I am Gabriel, who stands before 
God” (Luke 1:19). His name Gabriel means “Man-God.” The Holy Fathers, 
in speaking about the Annunciation, interpret that an archangel with such 



☎ : +1(712)258-7166
📧: info@stthomassiouxcity.org
🌐: https://stthomassiouxcity.org

✉: PO Box 1042 
1100 Jones St 
Sioux City IA 51102-1042

a name was sent to signify who and what Jesus Christ would be like, fully 
man and fully God, who must be born of the All-pure Theotokos. Some of the 
Fathers understood that this same Gabriel appeared to Joachim and Anna 
concerning the birth of the Virgin Mary, and that Gabriel instructed Moses in 
the wilderness to write the Book of Genesis. The Holy Fathers of the Church 
rank the Archangel Gabriel in the Seraphic Order which stands closest to God.
On this day, we also commemorate Stephen the Confessor, abbot of Triglia, 
and Liudger, first bishop of Münster. By the intercessions of Thy saints, O 
Christ God, have mercy upon us. Amen.

Upcoming Events

Monday Great Compline 18:00 St. Thomas
Tuesday Bible Study 19:00 St. Thomas

Wednesday
Canon of St. Andrew 18:00 St. Thomas
Potluck Dinner and Education 19:30 St. Thomas

Thursday Presanctified Divine Liturgy 18:00 St. Thomas
Friday Akathist 18:00 Holy Trinity

Saturday
Orthros & Divine Liturgy for the 
Akathist 08:30 St. Thomas

Great Vespers 18:00 St. Thomas

We will stream services live and post updates on our Facebook page, on our 
Twitter feed, and on our YouTube channel.

mailto:info%40stthomassiouxcity.org?subject=Information%2C%20please
https://stthomassiouxcity.org
https://www.facebook.com/St.ThomasOrthodoxChurchSC/
https://www.twitter.com/sathorch
https://www.twitter.com/sathorch
https://www.youtube.com/@sathorch

	Hymns in Today’s Liturgy
	Epistle
	Gospel
	Synaxarion
	Upcoming Events

